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After impeachment. 
House bestows big 
trade victory on Trump 


By KEVIN FREKING 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — One 

day after its historic im¬ 
peachment votes, the 
Democratic-led House 
gave President Donald 
Trump an overwhelming 
bipartisan victory Thursday 
on a renegotiated trade 
agreement with Canada 
and Mexico. 

By a 385-41 vote, the House 
approved a bill that puts in 
place terms of the United 
States-Mexico-Canada 


Agreement. The legislation 
passed after House Speak¬ 
er Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., 
and her colleagues won 
key concessions from an 
administration anxious to 
pass the trade deal before 
next year’s election season 
makes that task more diffi¬ 
cult. 

The deal is projected to 
have only a modest im¬ 
pact on the economy. 


Continued on Page 2 



Mexico’s Treasury Secretary Arturo Herrera, left. Deputy Prime Minister of Canada Chrystia 
Freeland, second left, Mexico’s President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador, center, Mexico's top 
trade negotiator Jesus Seade, second right, and U.S. Trade Representative Robert Lighthizer, hold 
the documents after signing an update to the North American Free Trade Agreement, at the 
national palace in Mexico City, Tuesday, Dec. 10. 2019. 

Associated Press 
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After impeachment. House bestows big trade victory on Trump 



Mexico's President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador, right, greets U.S. Trade Representative Robert 
Lighthizer, during an event to sign an update to the North American Free Trade Agreement, at the 
national palace in Mexico City, Tuesday, Dec. 10. 2019. 

Associated Press 


Continued from Front 

But it gives lawmakers from 
both parties the chance 
to support an agreement 
sought by farmers, ranch¬ 
ers and business owners 
anxious to move past the 
months of trade tensions 
that have complicated 
spending and hiring deci¬ 
sions. 

The GOP-controlled Senate 
probably will take up the 
legislation when members 
return to Washington after 
the holidays and after deal¬ 
ing with impeachment. 
“Critics said it couldn’t 
be done, but he made it 
happen. Another promise 
made, another promise 
kept,” said House Minority 
Leader Kevin McCarthy, R- 
Calif. 

Some said the agreement 
did not do enough to pre¬ 
vent U.S. jobs from relocat¬ 
ing to Mexico, but it won 
praise from Democrats 
who have routinely voted 
against prior trade agree¬ 
ments. 

“Twenty-six years ago, I op¬ 
posed NAFTA with every 
bone in my body,” said 
Rep. John Lewis, D-Ga. 


“I never thought the day 
would come when we 
would have the opportu¬ 
nity to right some of the 
wrongs in that agreement.” 
Pelosi said the agreement 
was “light years” ahead 
of what the administration 
negotiated with Canada 


and Mexico. “We knew 
we could do better,” Pelosi 
said. 

The original NAFTA phased 
out nearly all tariffs on 
goods produced and trad¬ 
ed within North America. It 
was extraordinary because 
it linked two wealthy, devel¬ 


oped countries with a poor, 
developing country. Since 
then, trade with Canada 
and Mexico has increased 
more rapidly than trade 
with most other countries. 
Democrats for years have 
charged that NAFTA led 
to massive losses of high- 


paying manufacturing jobs 
in the U.S. as companies 
moved production to low- 
wage Mexico. Trump distin¬ 
guished himself from free- 
trade Republicans in the 
presidential primary with 
his NAFTA-bashing rhetoric, 
and his administration got 
Canada and Mexico to ne¬ 
gotiate a rewrite. 

The International Trade 
Commission projected in 
April that the agreement 
would boost the econo¬ 
my by $68 billion and add 
176,000 jobs six years after 
taking effect. 

Some of the biggest im¬ 
pacts would be felt in the 
U.S. automotive industry. 
The agreement aims to see 
more cars produced where 
workers earn an average of 
at least $16 an hour. 

The commission found that 
the new agreement would 
create 30,000 jobs in Ameri¬ 
can auto parts plants. On 
the down side, the commis¬ 
sion found the pact would 
increase the cost of pickup 
trucks and cars. That would 
hurt demand and reduce 
the number of jobs in fac¬ 
tories that assemble cars by 
about 1,500. □ 
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Trump celebrates Rep. Van Drew's switch from Democrat to GOP 



President Donald Trump meets with Rep. Jeff Van Drew, D-N.J., who is planning to switch his party affiliation, in the Oval Office of the 
White House, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2019, in Washington. 

Associated Press 


By ZEKE MILLER and JILL 
COLVIN 

Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump an¬ 
nounced Thursday that 
Rep. Jeff Van Drew, a 
New Jersey Democrat who 
broke with his party to vote 
against Trump's impeach¬ 
ment, is officially switching 
parties and becoming a 
Republican. 

"Jeff will be joining the Re¬ 
publican Party," Trump an¬ 
nounced during an Oval 
Office event with Van 
Drew, who broke the news 
to his staff over the week¬ 
end, prompting wide¬ 
spread resignations. "It’s a 
big deal." 

Van Drew on Wednesday 
broke with his party and 
voted against impeach¬ 
ing Trump — a move that 
bolstered GOP attempts to 
depict Democrats as divid¬ 
ed on the matter. Repub¬ 
licans voted unanimously 
against it. 

"I believe that this is just a 
better fit for me," Van Drew 
said of his decision, promis¬ 
ing Trump his "undying sup¬ 
port." 

"This is who I am, it's who I 
always was, but there was 
more tolerance of mod¬ 
erate Democrats, of Blue 
Dog Democrats, of con¬ 
servative Democrats," said 
Van Drew, "and I think 
that's going away." 

Trump, reveling in the deci¬ 
sion, promised to return the 
favor and announced that 
he is endorsing Van Drew 
for reelection, calling him 
"a tremendous asset for the 
party." 

Van Drew had been fac¬ 
ing the possibility of an 
uphill Democratic primary, 
including a challenge from 
Brigid Harrison, a Montclair 
State University political 
science professor who is 
frequently quoted in local 
press and had secured the 
backing of top local Dem¬ 
ocrats, including the New 
Jersey senate president. 
Amy Kennedy, the wife of 
former Rhode Island Dem¬ 
ocratic Rep. Patrick Ken¬ 
nedy, is also considering a 
run. 

Van Drew told reporters on 
the Hill after his White House 
meeting that he hoped the 
president's endorsement 


would be a boon, saying 
that, "in any primary, when 
you have a president sup¬ 
porting you, it is helpful, for 
sure." 

Democratic House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi said Thursday 
that she had not discussed 
the move with Van Drew. 
Asked by reporters whether 
she had advice for him, she 
responded: "Nothing. Zero." 
The 66-year-old Van Drew 
had been a conserva¬ 
tive state senator before 
he joined Congress, buck¬ 
ing Democrats on issues 
including gun control and 
gay marriage. His district 
has become increasingly 
conservative, with Trump 
carrying it narrowly in 2016 
after Barack Obama won it 
in 2008 and 2012. 

Van Drew met last week 
with Trump, who praised 
the congressman Tuesday 
on Twitter. 

"Congressman Jeff Van 
Drew is very popular in our 
great and very united Re¬ 
publican Party," the presi¬ 
dent wrote. "It was a tribute 
to him that he was able 
to win his heavily Republi¬ 
can district as a Democrat. 
People like that are not 
easily replaceable!" 

GOP House Leader Kevin 
McCarthy held the door 


open this week to Van 
Drew becoming a Repub¬ 
lican and on Thursday en¬ 
couraged other Demo¬ 
crats to join him. 


"I've told him many times 
he's more than welcome to 
join the Republican Party," 
McCarthy said. Asked if 
he's offered Van Drew as¬ 


sistance in getting a com¬ 
mittee assignment or hiring 
staff, McCarthy said, "I'll 
help him with whatever he 
needs.'Q 
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GOP gives Trump unapologetic embrace over impeachment 



McConnell of Ky., walks to his office on Capitol Hill in Washington, 


Associated Press 


By ALAN FRAM 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Ma¬ 
jority Leader Mitch McCo¬ 
nnell called on his Repub¬ 
lican-led Senate Thursday 
to keep the impeached 
President Donald Trump 
in office, as the chamber 
edged toward a fray that 
spotlights the GOP's most 
unapologetic embrace yet 
of Trump. 

“A political faction in the 
lower chamber has suc¬ 
cumbed to partisan rage,” 
said McConnell, R-Ky., a 
day after the Democratic- 
controlled House voted to 
impeach Trump, despite 
an extraordinary show of 
fealty by Republicans vot¬ 
ing unanimously against 
the move. He added later: 
“'The Senate must put this 
right. We must rise to the oc¬ 
casion.” The Senate seems 
certain to keep Trump in 
office with overwhelming 
GOP support in a trial likely 
to start in January. Coupled 
with House Republicans’ 
solidarity Wednesday, that 
underscores a remarkable 
turnaround from four years 
ago, when many GOP law¬ 
makers wanted nothing to 


Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
Thursday, Dec. 19, 2019. 

do with the insurgent and 
inflammatory Trump cam¬ 
paign. 

Now, the impeachment 
battle spotlights how firmly 
Republicans are tethered 
to a president whose loyal¬ 
ty from his party’s core con¬ 
servative voters is matched 
only by his opponents’ 
loathing for him. 


Trump boasted about GOP 
unity during the impeach¬ 
ment vote. “You've never 
seen a Republican Party, 
zero negative votes. Zero,” 
he said Thursday. “That 
hasn’t happened almost 
ever because the Repub¬ 
licans are not necessarily 
known for that.” 

Yet it’s unclear what the 


political impact on GOP 
candidates will be. 

Rep. Francis Rooney, R-Fla„ 
uttered GOP blasphemy 
this fall when he said he 
was open to considering 
impeachment. He an¬ 
nounced his retirement 
from Congress the next 
day. He ended up joining 
his colleagues in opposing 
impeachment Wednesday 
and said that vote further 
aligned his party to Trump. 
“And that's not necessar¬ 
ily the Republican Party 
that I've been part of and 
been a funder for, for many 
years,” he said. “This is a dif¬ 
ferent era that we’re in for 
Republicans, and I don't 
know where it’s going to 
go.” 

“They are who they are,” 
House Speaker Nancy Pe- 
losi, D-Calif„ said Thursday 
when asked about the lack 
of daylight between the 
president and his party's 
rank-and-file. 

She also challenged GOP 
lawmakers’ comments dur¬ 
ing Wednesday’s debate 
comparing Trump’s im¬ 
peachment to the Japa¬ 
nese attack on Pearl Har¬ 
bor and the crucifixion of 
Jesus Christ. 

“Something's strange 
there,” she said. “Apart 
from the fact that they 
want to protect the presi¬ 
dent at the cost of the 
Constitution.” 

GOP solidarity behind 
Trump on impeachment 


contrasts with past battles 
over Trump priorities, such 
as his failed effort to repeal 
former President Barack 
Obama’s health care law. 
Republicans strongly rallied 
behind him, but there were 
small but significant num¬ 
bers of defectors. 

In recent weeks, Trump’s 
team has pointed to wide¬ 
spread GOP support for 
Trump as exemplifying 
the president's grip on his 
adoptive party and a ce¬ 
menting of the 2016 elec¬ 
toral realignment that sent 
Trump to the White House. 
“I was not a Republican. 
Now I’m a Republican,” 
said Jared Kushner, who 
was a Democrat before 
helping steer his father-in- 
law’s surprise victory three 
years ago. “I think the Re¬ 
publican Party is growing 
now that people like me 
feel comfortable being 
part of it.” 

Just three months ago, ini¬ 
tial revelations of a phone 
call in which Trump tried 
squeezing Ukraine’s new 
president to announce an 
investigation into Demo¬ 
crats gave pause to some 
Republicans. 

But now, “Trump is strong as 
a tank with Republicans," 
said Rep. Patrick McHenry 
of North Carolina, a mem¬ 
ber of the House GOP 
leadership. 

While stopping short of 
abandoning him over 
Ukraine, several GOP law¬ 
makers initially took a mid¬ 
dle-ground position, saying 
they wanted to learn more 
about what happened. 

So party leaders held nu¬ 
merous impeachment 
briefings for lawmakers. 
Those sessions were aimed 
at making sure they were 
“getting information to 
people,” said No. 2 House 
GOP leader Steve Scalise 
of Louisiana. 

Hurd, 42 and a former CIA 
agent, is not seeking re- 
election, leaving him freer 
than most Republicans to 
abandon Trump. But Hurd 
said last month that while 
Trump’s actions were “in¬ 
appropriate,” he believed 
the president had com¬ 
mitted no impeachable 
offense, making it harder 
for wavering moderate Re¬ 
publicans to defectO 
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Income growth greatest in 
tech hubs over past 5 years 

By MIKE SCHNEIDER 
Associated Press 
ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) — 

From the middle of the 
Obama administration to 
the midpoint of the Trump 
presidency, household in¬ 
come grew the most in 
tech and entertainment 
centers like Austin, Texas; 

Nashville, Tennessee; and 
large chunks of the West 
Coast. Congressional dis¬ 
tricts that attract highly ed¬ 
ucated workers around ar¬ 
eas like Denver and Char¬ 
lotte, North Carolina, were 
among the communities 
that saw mean household 
income rise the most from 
2013 to 2018, according to 
new figures released Thurs¬ 
day by the U.S. Census Bu¬ 
reau. 

Other congressional dis¬ 
tricts that had the highest 
household income growth 
were in or around Houston; 

Pittsburgh; Provo, Utah; 
parts of South Florida and 
the wealthy retirement ha¬ 
ven of Sarasota, Florida. 

Most of the income growth 
in these areas came from 
wages, said Mark Vifner, a 
senior economisf at Wells 
Fargo Securities. 

"Metro areas tied to tech¬ 
nology have tended to 
perform best, although 
global gateways and en¬ 
ergy markets had their mo¬ 
ment in the sun earlier in 
the decade," Vitner said. 

Household income grew 
more in Democratic-lean¬ 
ing districts than Republi¬ 
can ones, according to an 
Associated Press analysis of 
the data by congressional 
districts. Household income 
grew by an average of 
more than $12,000 in Dem¬ 
ocratic-leaning congres¬ 
sional districts, compared 
to more than $9,000 in Re¬ 
publican-leaning districts. 

What impact that has go¬ 
ing into the 2020 elections 
remains to be seen, ex¬ 
perts said. 

"Surely new evidence of in¬ 
come level rises in coastal 
and more highly educated 
districts relative to others 
plays to the Democrats' 
strength," said William 
Frey, a senior fellow at The 
Brookings Institution. "But 
it also makes clear they 
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Amuse Bouche & a Glass of Sparkling Bubbles 


need to redouble their ef¬ 
forts to court non-college 
voters in less prosperous 
districts in the run-up to the 
2020 election." 

The greater income growth 
in Democratic-leaning dis¬ 
tricts likely had to do with 
the fact that they're in cit¬ 
ies where incomes tend to 
be higher, Vitner said. 
"Republican districts tend 


to be more rural and have 
lower wages," he said. 

In some areas, the growth 
in household income was 
enormous. In House Speak¬ 
er Nancy Pelosi's district, lo¬ 
cated in San Francisco, the 
epicenter of the last de¬ 
cade’s tech boom, house¬ 
hold income jumped by a 
third from almost $110,500 
to more than $150,0000 
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Creamy Seafood Chowder 

With garlic croutons 


In this June 26, 2015, file photo, heavy traffic moves away from 
and toward the downtown area of Nashville, Tenn. 
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Traditional Aruban Christmas Ay aka 

Traditional Aruban holiday dish made of banana leaves stuffed with corn meal, 
pulled chicken, olives, plum, raisins, silver onion and cashew 


Braised Pork Cheeks and Crispy Pork Belly 

Slowly braised pork cheeks and crispy pork belly, served with cous-cous. 
baby lettuce and mango salsa 


Salmon Ceviche 

Marinated salmon, avocado, mango, red onion, bell pepper, 
cured in fresh squeezed lime juice served with crispy corn chips 



Entree 

Triple Christmas Platter 

Petit filet Mignon, glazed turkey breast and slices of smoked ham. 
served with apple-bacon stuffing, red cabbage, skin on mashed potatoes 

and rosemary gravy sauce 

Oyf 

Filet Mignon and Shrimp 

So z. of center cut filet Mignon with 4 black tiger shrimp, buttered 
mashed potatoes, tomato confit, seasonal steamed vegetabies 
and burgundy red wine sauce 

or 

Holiday Seafood Pasta 

Snapper, clams, mussels, shrimp and calamari slowly simmered in a creamy 
Champagne sauce, served over a bed of a I dente linguini pasta 
and fresh shaved parmesan cheese 
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Halibut 

Pan seared Halibut, soba noodles, sauteed spinach and 
ginger sesame soy glace 

Dessert 

White chocoEate Baileys mousse 
On a banana biscutt, fresh strawberrie and vanilla ice cream 


Warm Pecan Pie 

Served with hazelnut ice cream 

Coffee | Tea 


Available December 1 - 26 2019 
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Farm, ethanol groups angered at final EPA ethanol rule 



In this July 20, 2013, file photo, an ethanol plant stands next to a cornfield near Nevada, Iowa. 

Associated Press 


By DAVID Pin 

Associated Press 

DES MOINES, Iowa (AP) 

— Some farm groups and 
farm-state lawmakers ex¬ 
pressed anger at the Trump 
administration Thursday 
over final ethanol rules that 
they said failed to uphold 
the president's promises to 
the industry. 

The Environmental Protec¬ 
tion Agency released its 
final renewable fuel stan¬ 
dard but it did not include 
language that President 
Donald Trump agreed to in 
meetings with industry offi¬ 
cials, Iowa's governor and 
congressional represen¬ 
tatives during September 
and October. 

"Apparently President 
Trump doesn't care about 
his promise to Iowa's farm¬ 
ers," said Iowa Corn Grow¬ 
ers Association President 
Jim Greif. "He had the op¬ 
portunity to tell his EPA to 
stick to the deal that was 
made on Oct. 4." 

The final agreement does 
not include language 
Trump agreed to that the 
EPA will add ethanol gal¬ 
lons back into the nation's 
gasoline supply based on 
the exemptions granted 
in the past three years. In¬ 
stead the final rule says EPA 
will base oil refinery exemp¬ 
tions on Energy Depart¬ 
ment recommendations. 
The ethanol industry and 
corn farmers who raise the 
grain that's made into eth¬ 
anol said the agreed upon 
language would have cre¬ 


ated market certainty by 
assuring the industry that it 
would meet the 15 billion 
gallons (56.78 billion liters) 
of corn-based ethanol for 
2020 mandated by federal 
renewable fuel standard 
law. 

Roughly 40% of U.S. corn is 
used to produce ethanol 
so fewer ethanol gallons 
means a reduced market 
for corn. 

The EPA issued 85 retroac¬ 
tive small refinery exemp¬ 
tions for the 2016-2018 
compliance years, under¬ 
cutting the renewable fuel 
volumes by a total of 4 bil¬ 
lion gallons, (15.1 billion li¬ 
ters) according to the Re¬ 
newable Fuels Association. 
Ethanol and corn industry 


groups said language in 
the rule leaves too much 
at the whim of federal bu¬ 
reaucrats and could cause 
ethanol use to fall short. 
Ethanol industry officials 
said at least 20 U.S. ethanol 
plants have closed at least 
temporarily since Septem¬ 
ber 2018 due in part to the 
reduction of ethanol use in 
the nation's fuel supply be¬ 
cause of EPA policy. 
"Instead of certainty, we 
are essentially being told 
to trust the EPA to uphold 
the RFS in the future even 
though for the past three 
years the EPA has routinely 
undermined the program," 
said Iowa Renewable Fu¬ 
els Association Executive 
Director Monte Shaw, who 


accused Trump of turning 
his back on farmers. "Every 
farmer and biofuel support¬ 
er I have talked to is deeply 
disappointed, frustrated, 
and quite frankly angry. I 
don't think the White House 
truly understands the depth 
of discontent in farm coun¬ 
try." 

The EPA said it has modi¬ 
fied its refinery exemptions 
policy to ensure manda¬ 
tory biofuels volumes are 
met and contends that the 
Trump administration has 
fulfilled its key promise to 
farmers and the industry. 
"President Trump commit¬ 
ted to our nation's farmers 
that biofuel requirements 
would be expanded in 
2020. 


At the EPA we are deliver¬ 
ing on that promise and en¬ 
suring a net of 15 billion gal¬ 
lons of conventional biofuel 
are blended into the na¬ 
tion's fuel supply," EPA Ad¬ 
ministrator Andrew Wheel¬ 
er said in a statement. 
Other critics hesitated to 
point the finger directly at 
Trump but indicated deep 
distrust that the EPA would 
uphold the law. 

"I'd like to say I can trust EPA 
will follow through with their 
rule, but the agency con¬ 
tinues to side with the oil 
industry," said David Bruntz, 
a Friend, Nebraska, farmer 
and chairman of the Ne¬ 
braska Corn Board. 

He said the final rule also 
fails to include 500 million 
gallons (1.9 billion liters) 
of biofuels that a federal 
court in 2017 ordered EPA 
to restore back into the na¬ 
tion's fuel supply. 
Republican Iowa Gov. Kim 
Reynolds refrained from 
criticizing Trump but said: 
"Wheeler should know 
we are not done holding 
him to the agreement we 
reached with President 
Trump in the Oval Office on 
Sept. 12." 

Republican Sen. Charles 
Grassley of Iowa who was 
in one of the White House 
meetings when an agree¬ 
ment was struck said the 
final rule doesn't reflect the 
agreement. 

"Once again, EPA is play¬ 
ing games and not helping 
President Trump with farm¬ 
ers," he said. □ 


HUD reporting 2.7% percent uptick in homeless population 


By KEVIN FREKING 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The federal government is reporting a 2.7% in¬ 
crease in the nation's homeless population driven by a spike in Cali¬ 
fornia, according to an annual count that took place in January 2019. 
The Department of Housing and Urban Development is reporting its 
third consecutive uptick in its homelessness projection, based on a 
summary of its annual report obtained by The Associated Press. 
President Donald Trump has been highly critical of the homeless prob¬ 
lem in California, and HUD said the increase seen in its January snap¬ 
shot was caused "entirely" by a 16.4% increase in California's homeless 
population. 

"As we look across our nation, we see great progress, but we're also 
seeing a continued increase in street homelessness along our West 
Coast where the cost of housing is extremely high," HUD Secretary Ben 
Carson said. "In fact, homelessness in California is at a crisis level and 
needs to be addressed by local and state leaders with crisis-like ur¬ 
gency." 

Every year, communities around the country organize efforts to visit 


every shelter, park and alley in their communities to count the home¬ 
less population. The single night snapshot represents a key benchmark 
to determine how the nation is faring in the effort to end homelessness. 
In the January 2018 count, almost 553,000 people were counted as 
homeless. That number rose to about 568,000 this year. 

Carson said the homeless challenge requires a community-wide re¬ 
sponse that engages every level of government, the private sector 
and others. 

While the overall homeless count increased, there continued to be 
pockets of progress. The HUD count found 37,085 homeless veterans, 
a decline of 2.1% from 2018. The number of homeless families with chil¬ 
dren dropped nearly 5%. 

The report finds that states with the lowest rates of homelessness per 
10,000 people are Mississippi, Louisiana, Alabama, Virginia and North 
Dakota. 

The states with the highest rates were New York, Hawaii, California, 
Oregon and Washington. 

The District of Columbia had a homelessness rate of 94 per 10,000 peo¬ 
ple, more than twice as high as New York.Q 
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In this Aug. 23,2019, file photo, Paul Whelan, a former U.S. marine 
who was arrested for alleged spying in Moscow on Dec. 28, 
2018, speaks while standing in a cage as he waits for a hearing 
in a court room in Moscow, Russia. 

Associated Press 

U.S. man jailed 
in Russia on spying 
charges loses job 


AUBURN HILLS, Mich. (AP) — 

A Michigan man who has 
been imprisoned in Russia 
on spying charges for near¬ 
ly a year has lost his job with 
an automotive parts suppli¬ 
er in a corporate restructur¬ 
ing, a move his brother has 
denounced. 

Paul Whelan was arrested 
Dec. 28, 2018, in a Moscow 
hotel while visiting for a 
friend's wedding. The Rus¬ 
sian government charged 
him with espionage and 
has repeatedly extend¬ 
ed his detention while he 
awaits trial on charges that 
carry a sentence of up to 
20 years. Whelan has de¬ 
nied the charges. 

Whelan, a Marine Corps 
veteran, had been director 
of global security for Borg- 
Warner, based in Auburn 
Hills, Michigan, but that role 
was eliminated last Friday 
in a corporate restructur¬ 
ing announced in April, 
BorgWarner spokeswoman 
Kathy Graham said. 
Whelan's twin, David Whel¬ 
an, told The Detroit News 
in an email Wednesday 
that his brother's health has 
been deteriorating and 
that his life has "unraveled" 
as he became "collateral 
damage in the Russian 


Federation’s geopolitical 
gamesmanship." The firing 
"increases the strain on our 
family's ability to keep some 
semblance of his former life 
ready for when he returns 
home," Whelan continued. 
Paul Whelan, 49, started 
with BorgWarner in January 
2017 and oversaw secu¬ 
rity at facilities around the 
world. BorgWarner notified 
Whelan's representatives 
of his termination while he 
remains in Russian custody, 
Graham said. 

Whelan spent about a de¬ 
cade cultivating friends 
and contacts in Russia, 
building connections on a 
social media platform with 
men who have ties to the 
military. Several of them 
said Whelan never seemed 
sinister, merely someone 
with an interest in Russia 
and a desire for pen pals. 
Whelan, of Novi, Michigan, 
also holds British, Irish and 
Canadian citizenship. He 
was born in Canada to Brit¬ 
ish parents. Congress has 
demanded that the Rus¬ 
sian government present 
evidence against Whelan 
or release him. The U.S. Em¬ 
bassy said requests to send 
a doctor to examine him 
have been rejected. □ 


Latest Mar-a-Lago intruder 
appears at first court hearing 


By CURT ANDERSON 
AP Legal Affairs Writer 
FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. 
(AP) — The latest Chinese 
intruder at President Don¬ 
ald Trump's Mar-a-Lago 
resort in Florida appeared 
in court Thursday, with a 
judge appointing a pub¬ 
lic defender as her lawyer 
and ordering that she re¬ 
main in custody. 

Jing Lu, 56, is charged with 
misdemeanor counts of 
loitering or prowling and 
resisting arrest without vio¬ 
lence. 

A judge granted $2,000 
bail but ordered Lu to be 
remain in custody because 
she is in the U.S. on an ex¬ 
pired visa. 

The judge also issued an or¬ 
der that Lu stay away from 
Mar-a-Lago, located on 
the wealthy Palm Beach 
barrier island. 

Palm Beach police say Lu 
was confronted by the 
private club's security offi¬ 
cers at the club's main en¬ 
trance and told to leave, 
but she returned to take 
photos by walking down to 
a service gate. 

According to a police af¬ 
fidavit, when security per¬ 
sonnel approached, Lu 
fled on foot and was even¬ 
tually apprehended in the 
tony Worth Avenue shop¬ 
ping district in Palm Beach. 
When officers approached 
her, Lu “balled up her 
hands into fists, crossed her 
arms on her chest, began 
screaming ‘no, no, no’ and 
pulling away from me,” 
one officer wrote in the af¬ 
fidavit. 

After that, Lu was hand¬ 
cuffed and taken into cus¬ 
tody. 

The affidavit says Lu refused 
to let investigators view the 
photos on her cellphone 
and asked immediately for 
a lawyer, cutting off further 
questioning. 


Neither Trump nor his fam¬ 
ily members were at Mar- 
a-Lago when the incident 
took place. 

They are expected to ar¬ 
rive by this weekend and 
spend the holidays there. 

In Bejing, Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Geng Shuang 
said he was not familiar 
with the Lu case. 

“What I can tell you is that 
the Chinese government 
always requires that Chi¬ 
nese nationals overseas 
abide by local laws and 
regulations and not en¬ 
gage in any kind of illegal 
activities," he told report¬ 
ers. 

Lu's arrest follows that in 
March of Yujing Zhang, a 
33-year-old Shanghai busi¬ 
nesswoman, who gained 
access to Mar-a-Lago while 
carrying a laptop, phones 
and other electronic gear. 
That led to speculation she 
might be a spy, but she 
was never charged with 
espionage and text mes¬ 
sages she exchanged with 
a trip organizer indicated 
she was a fan of the presi¬ 
dent and wanted to meet 
him or his family to discuss 
possible deals. 

Zhang was found guilty in 
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This Wednesday, Dec. 18, 
2019, booking photo provided 
by the Palm Beach County 
Sheriff's Office, in Fla., shows 
Jing Lu. 

Associated Press 

September of trespassing 
and lying to Secret Service 
agents and was sentenced 
last month to time served. 
She is being held for depor¬ 
tation. 

In another Mar-a-Lago 
trespassing case, a Univer¬ 
sity of Wisconsin student 
was arrested in November 
2018 after he mixed in with 
guests being admitted to 
the club. 

He pleaded guilty in May 
and received probationO 
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EU court shakes Spain with ruling on jailed Catalan official 


Russian police officers secure the area near the building of the 
background in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2019. 


By LORNE COOK 
CIARAN GILES 
Associated Press 
BRUSSELS (AP) — Europe’s 
top court ruled Thursday 
that a former vice presi¬ 
dent of Spain's Catalonia 
region who is serving a pris¬ 
on sentence for launching 
a banned independence 
referendum has the right to 
parliamentary immunity. 
The European Court of 
Justice ruling was seen as 
a major victory for the re¬ 
gional politicians behind 
the October 2017 seces¬ 
sion referendum, many of 
whom are in prison or living 
in self-imposed exile as fu¬ 
gitives from Spanish justice. 
The referendum in the rela¬ 
tively wealthy northeast re¬ 
gion of 7.5 million people 
triggered Spain’s most se¬ 
rious political crisis in de¬ 
cades. 

In a separate ruling Thurs¬ 
day, a Catalan court held 
that the region’s current 
president, Quim Torra, 
was unfit to hold office for 
18 months for disobeying 
Spain’s electoral board. 
The decision could lead to 
another regional election. 
The Luxembourg-based Eu¬ 


ropean Union court found 
that former Catalan vice 
president Oriol Junqueras 
earned the right to immuni¬ 
ty when he was elected to 
the European Parliament in 
May. 

The ECJ said that people 
like Junqueras who are 
elected as EU lawmakers 
“enjoy, from the moment 
the results are declared, 


the immunity” to travel to 
and take part in parliamen¬ 
tary sessions. 

After the verdict, Junquer¬ 
as, 50, tweeted: “Justice 
has come from Europe. 
Our rights and those of 
2,000,000 citizens who vot¬ 
ed for us have been violat¬ 
ed. Annulment of the sen¬ 
tence and freedom for all! 
Persist as we have done!” 
Junqueras was sentenced 
in October to 13 years in 
prison for sedition. Eleven of 
his associates were found 
guilty and eight of them 
also received prison terms. 
He was in pretrial detention 
when he was declared to 


Federal Security Service in the 
Associated Press 

have won the European 
Parliament seat. But Spain’s 
Supreme Court refused to 
allow him to leave prison 
to take an oath to respect 
the Spanish Constitution, a 
requirement for politicians 
to take up their seats as EU 
lawmakers 

The Spanish electoral com¬ 
mission later declared Jun¬ 
queras’ seat vacant and 
suspended his parliamen¬ 
tary prerogatives. 

However, the European 
court said that while Span¬ 
ish law governs electoral 
procedures, EU law takes 
over once a person is elect¬ 
ed to the European Parlia¬ 


ment, which represents the 
28 member nations and sits 
in Brussels and Strasbourg, 
France. 

It's unclear whether the 
ECJ ruling might secure 
Junqueras’ release. 

Spain’s Supreme Court said 
it would study the full ruling 
and gave prosecutors and 
defense lawyers five days 
to present their arguments, 
after which a decision will 
be made. 

The case is likely to set an 
important precedent for 
fugitive former Catalan 
leader Carles Puigdemont, 
who was also elected to 
the EU parliament in May 
and has been living in ex¬ 
ile in Belgium. Spain wants 
him extradited on charges 
of sedition and embezzle¬ 
ment. 

Puigdemont is the subject 
of a Spanish arrest warrant 
over the independence 
referendum but he has 
also launched an appeal 
at the ECJ. A court in Brus¬ 
sels ruled earlier this week 
that it would await the out¬ 
come of his European case 
before deciding whether 
to extradite Puigdemont. 

At his residence out¬ 
side Brussels on Thursday, 
Puigdemont and former 
Catalan health minister 
Toni Comin cheered and 
applauded the verdict 
along with other regional 
politicians joining them by 
teleconference. a 


Russian security officer dead, 5 injured 
in Moscow shooting 



Russian police officers secure the area near the building of the 
Federal Security Service in the background in Moscow, Russia, 
Thursday, Dec. 19, 2019. 

Associated Press 


Associated Press 
MOSCOW (AP) — An un¬ 
identified gunman opened 
fire Thursday outside the 
Moscow headquarters of 


Russia's top security agen¬ 
cy, killing one officer and 
wounding five others, offi¬ 
cials said. 

The Federal Security Ser¬ 


vice, or FSB, said the assail¬ 
ant was acting alone and 
didn’t enter its building. 
Earlier, it said the assailant 
had been "neutralized" — a 
term usually used by Rus¬ 
sian officials when an as¬ 
sailant is killed. 

The FSB said the shoot¬ 
ing occurred near its main 
headquarters on Lubyanka 
Square , less than one kilo¬ 
meter (about a half-mile) 
from Red Square. 

Vladimir Putin's spokes¬ 
man, Dmitry Peskov, said 
the president had been in¬ 
formed of the shooting that 
came shortly after the Rus¬ 
sian leader's annual news 
conference. □ 
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Iran president says country testing new advanced centrifuges 


By AMIR VAHDAT 
Associated Press 
TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — Iran's 
President Hassan Rouhani 
said his country's nuclear 
experts are testing a new 
type of advanced centri¬ 
fuges, remarks likely meant 
to rally support for the Ira¬ 
nian leader as his nation 
struggles under crushing 
U.S. sanctions. 

Rouhani spoke during a 
meeting Wednesday with 
Iranian expatriates in Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia, where 
he also used an Islamic 
conference on Thursday as 
a platform to decry Ameri¬ 
can sanctions against Iran. 
"We have had great 
achievements and today, 
Iranian new IR-6 centrifug¬ 
es are working and mod¬ 
els IR-9 are currently being 
tested," the state-run IRNA 
news agency quoted Rou¬ 
hani as telling the Iranian 
expats. 

Iran was gripped by sev¬ 
eral days of violent protests 
in November amid anger 
over a sharp hike in gaso¬ 
line prices following U.S. 
sanctions after Washing¬ 
ton withdrew last year from 
Iran's 2015 nuclear deal 
with world powers. 

Rouhani told the Islamic 
conference that the U.S. 
sought to cripple Iran with 
the "heaviest sanctions" but 
the country's economy is 
on the mend and moving 
away from reliance on oil. 
His announcement a day 
earlier about the new cen¬ 
trifuges being tested was 
not the first time they were 
mentioned. Last month, 
Iran's nuclear chief Ali Ak- 
bar Salemi first mentioned 
that Iranian scientists have 


built a prototype of an IR-9 
centrifuge that is 50 times 
faster than the IR-1 ones, 
which Iran mostly uses. 

Also in November, Iran be¬ 
gan injecting uranium gas 
into over a thousand centri¬ 
fuges at a fortified nuclear 
facility at Fordo, built inside 
a mountain as the latest 
step away from its atomic 
accord with world pow¬ 
ers since President Donald 
Trump pulled America out 
of the deal. 

The centrifuges at Fordo 
are first-generation IR-1 s 
but the 2015 landmark nu¬ 
clear deal allowed those at 
Fordo to spin without urani¬ 
um gas, as well as allowing 
over 5,000 such centrifuges 
to operate at the Iranian 
Natanz facility to enrich 
uranium. 

In the meantime, Tehran 
has also doubled the num¬ 
ber of advanced IR-6 cen¬ 
trifuges operating in the 
country to 60, another step 
away from the nuclear ac¬ 
cord. 

A centrifuge enriches ura¬ 
nium by rapidly spinning 
uranium hexafluoride gas. 
An IR-6 centrifuge can pro¬ 
duce enriched uranium 10 
times faster than an IR-1, 
Iranian officials say. 

For now, Iran is enriching 
uranium up to 4.5%, in vio¬ 
lation of the accord's limit 
of 3.67%. Enriching uranium 
at the 3.67% level is enough 
for peaceful purposes but is 
far below weapons-grade 
levels of 90%. 

The nuclear deal was struck 
amid Western fears that 
Iran could use its program 
to build a nuclear weapon. 
Tehran insists the program is 
for peaceful purposesO 
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Iranian President Hassan Rouhani delivers a speech at the Kuala Lumpur Summit in Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2019. 

Associated Press 
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German parliament calls for full ban of Hezbollah activities 


By DAVID RISING 
Associated Press 
BERLIN (AP) — Germany's 
parliament passed a reso¬ 
lution Thursday calling for 
a national ban on the ac¬ 
tivities of Hezbollah and 
for the Lebanese militant 
group to be put on the Eu¬ 
ropean Union's terrorist list. 
Mathias Middelberg, the 
spokesman for Chancellor 
Angela Merkel's conserva¬ 
tives in parliament, said the 
joint resolution was agreed 
upon with the junior coali¬ 
tion Social Democrats, as 
well as the opposition Free 
Democrats. 

"It is unacceptable that 
Hezbollah is waging a ter¬ 
rorist fight against Israel in 
the Middle East, which is 
being financed through 
worldwide criminal activi¬ 
ties, among other things," 
he said in a statement. "In 
view of Germany's special 
responsibility toward Israel, 
we call on the government 
to ban all activities for Hez¬ 
bollah in Germany." 

The EU now lists Iran- 
backed Hezbollah's military 
wing as a banned terrorist 
group, but not its political 
wing, which has been part 


Picture taken on July 2, 2019 shows people taking part in a demonstration under the alliance "No 
Al Quds march 2016! Together against all anti-Semitism!") at Kurfuerstendamm in Berlin, Germany. 
Banner left reads "ban Hezbollah". 

Associated Press 


of Lebanese governments 
in recent years. 

'The separation between a 
political and a military arm 
should be abandoned, 
and Hezbollah as a whole 
should be placed on the 
EU terrorist list," Middelberg 
said. "This could freeze He¬ 
zbollah's funds and assets 


in Europe more extensively 
than before." 

However, other member 
nations have opposed 
broadening the scope of 
the EU's Hezbollah ban. 
Israel welcomed the de¬ 
cision by German parlia¬ 
ment, known as the Bunde¬ 
stag, and said it hoped the 


move would encourage 
other European countries 
to take similar steps. 

"The Bundestag's resolu¬ 
tion is an important step in 
the international struggle 
against terrorism, particu¬ 
larly against terrorist orga¬ 
nization Hezbollah and its 
patron Iran," said Israeli For¬ 
eign Minister Israel Katz. 

The parliamentary resolu¬ 


tion in Germany was ap¬ 
proved with a majority 
show of hands by members 
of Merkel's bloc, the Social 
Democrats and the Free 
Democrats. Other parties 
represented in the German 
legislature all abstained. 
The Left Party said it could 
not vote for the resolution 
because adding Hezbollah 
to the EU terrorist list could 
complicate relations with 
Lebanon. 

Members of the Greens 
said they agreed with al¬ 
most all of the resolution 
but objected to a point 
that they said could lead 
to "military intervention" in 
the Mideast. 

Johann Wadephul, a law¬ 
maker with Merkel's Chris¬ 
tian Democrats, offered 
assurance that the resolu¬ 
tion's call for measures to 
reduce the influence of 
Hezbollah in the region, 
particularly in Syria, did not 
foresee military action. 

"But we are all called upon 
to isolate Hezbollah inter¬ 
nationally," Wadephul told 
fellow lawmakers. 'They 
threaten Israel, they threat¬ 
en the peace process in 
the Mideast and therefore 
we must confront Hezbol¬ 
lah." □ 


Warring sides reach 
humanitarian agreement 
on key Yemen town 


Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — Yemen's 
warring parties agreed 
Thursday to create hu¬ 
manitarian corridors in the 
key port city of Hodeida, 
which remains the main 
entry point for food and 
aid in a country witnessing 
the world's worst humani¬ 
tarian crisis. The agreement 
follows two days of U.N.- 
mediated talks between 
the Houthi rebels and the 
Saudi-led coalition. A coor¬ 
dinating committee sanc¬ 
tioned by the world body 
said in a statement that 
both parties were work¬ 
ing on redeploying forces 
to improve humanitarian 
access and enable move¬ 
ment of civilians. 

The port handles 70% of 
Yemen's food imports and 
aid. The two sides signed a 


U.N.-brokered agreement 
last December in Sweden 
that included a cease¬ 
fire for Hodeida and an 
exchange of more than 
15,000 prisoners. But the 
deal was never fully imple¬ 
mented. This week's talks 
focused how both sides 
would redeploy forces from 
strategic areas in Hodeida, 
which has seen some of 
the war's worst fighting. The 
talks also addressed who 
will oversee administration 
of the country’s most im¬ 
portant shipping port. They 
come amid a renewed 
push for peace. A Saudi- 
led coalition intervened in 
2015 and has since waged 
war against the Houthis in 
an effort to restore the gov¬ 
ernment of President Abed 
Rabbo Mansour Hadi to 
power. □ 
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Australia's most populous state declares wildfire emergency 



A fire truck is seen during a bushfire near Bilpin, 90 kilometers (56 miles) northwest of Sydney, 
Thursday, Dec. 19, 2019. 


By TRISTAN LAVALETTE 

Associated Press 

PERTH, Australia (AP) — 

Australia's most populous 
state of New South Wales 
declared a seven-day 
state of emergency Thurs¬ 
day as oppressive condi¬ 
tions fanned around 100 
wildfires. 

Around 2,000 firefighters 
were battling the blazes, 
half of which remain un¬ 
controlled, with the sup¬ 
port of U.S. and Canadian 
backup teams and person¬ 
nel from the Australian De¬ 
fence Force. 

The last state of emer¬ 
gency ran for seven days 
in mid-November amid 
"catastrophic" fire risk and 
was the first implement¬ 
ed in New South Wales 
since 2013. Central Sydney 
reached a maximum of 39 
degrees Celsius (102 Fahr¬ 
enheit) on Thursday, while 
outer suburbs scorched at 
42 Celsius (108 F). 

A statewide total fire ban 


announced on Tuesday will 
remain in place until mid¬ 
night on Saturday. 

Around 3 million hectares 
(7.4 million acres) of land 


has burnt nationwide dur¬ 
ing a torrid past few months, 
with six people killed and 
more than 800 homes de¬ 
stroyed. 


Associated Press 

The annual Australian fire 
season, which peaks during 
the Southern Hemisphere 
summer, started early after 
an unusually warm and dry 


winter. New South Wales 
Premier Gladys Berejiklian 
said authorities were con¬ 
cerned with the unpredict¬ 
able conditions. 

"With extreme wind con¬ 
ditions, extreme hot tem¬ 
peratures, we have a good 
idea, a good sense, of 
where the most concerning 
areas are, but again when 
you've got those turbulent 
conditions, embers and 
spot fires can occur very 
unpredictably," she told re¬ 
porters. 

Rural Fire Service Commis¬ 
sioner Shane Fitzsimmons 
said five 100-member "strike 
teams" were on standby to 
deploy to the most danger¬ 
ous fires. 

Sydney's air pollution levels 
on Thursday ranged from 
poor to hazardous. 

During the past month, 
hazardous smoke has often 
blanketed Australia's most 
populous city and made 
its iconic skyline barely 
visibleO 


6 activists stand trial in Indonesia on 


By TATAN SYUFLANA 
NINIEK KARMINI 
Associated Press 
JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) 

— Five Papuan pro-inde¬ 
pendence students and 
a rights activist went on 
trial Thursday on charges 
of treason after waving 
morning star flags that are 
a separatist symbol during 
a peaceful protest in front 
of Indonesia's presidential 
palace. 

The rally in the capital, 
Jakarta, in August was 
part of weeks of protests 
triggered by videos that 
circulated widely on the 



Papuan independence activists, from left to right, Anes Tabuni, 
Ambrosius Mulait, Suryanta Ginting, Arina Elopere, Isay Wenda, 
and Charles Kossay attend their trial at Central Jakarta District 
Court in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, Dec. 19, 2019. 

Associated Press 


charges of treason 


internet showing police, 
backed by soldiers, calling 
Papuan students "mon¬ 
keys" and "dogs." 

Protests in several cities in 
Papua and West Papua 
provinces turned violent, 
leaving more than 30 peo¬ 
ple dead and hundreds 
of buildings and vehicles 
burned. 

Paulus Suryanta Ginting, 
an Indonesian rights activ¬ 
ist and the spokesman for 
the Indonesian People's 
Front for West Papua, was 
arrested three days after 
participating in a rally by 
about 100 West Papuan 


students in Jakarta on Aug. 
28 to protest racism and 
call for independence for 
the restive region. 

Dano Anes Tabuni and 
Arina Elopere, the only 
woman, were arrested 
two days after the protest. 
Prosecutors charged them 
with treason, which car¬ 
ries a possible penalty of 
life imprisonment. The six 
defendants denied any 
wrongdoing. Two wore 
traditional Papuan cloth¬ 
ing and headgear during 
Thursday's trial. They paint¬ 
ed the word "monkey" on 
their bodies. □ 
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In a first, Peruvian with Down syndrome runs for parliament 



In this Dec. 13, 2019 photo, Bryan Russell takes a call as he campaigns for Congress in Lima, Peru. 

Associated Press 


By FRANKLIN BRICENO 
Associated Press 
LIMA, Peru (AP) — Bryan 
Russell has Down syndrome 
and does daily speech ex¬ 
ercises, putting pens and 
corks in his mouth to help 
build up low muscle tone 
there. He is also waging a 
longshot bid to become a 
national Peruvian lawmak¬ 
er, going door to door in 
Lima to ask for votes. 

Russell, 27, wants to use his 
campaign to raise aware¬ 
ness about people with 
developmental disabili¬ 
ties and he says he repre¬ 
sents an alternative to the 
scourge of corruption in 
Peru that has brought down 
presidents and weakened 
democratic institutions. 

"I'm someone clean, hon¬ 
est, transparent," Russell 
said in an interview with The 
Associated Press. He spoke 
while sitting next to Amor, 
a pet dog he rescued from 
the street. The purpose 
of politicking, he said, is 
to "break the paradigm" 
that people with Down 
syndrome can't be inde¬ 
pendent. Russell may be 
the first person with Down 
syndrome to run for public 
office anywhere, accord¬ 
ing to the Global Down 
Syndrome Foundation. 
"We are thrilled that Bryan 
Russell is running for Con¬ 


gress in Peru," said Michelle 
Sie Whitten, president and 
CEO of the foundation. "As 
far as we know, he is the 
first professional who has 
Down syndrome running for 
a publicly elected office, 
and he is showing the world 
that we need diversity in all 
areas of society including 
in our governments." 

In 2013, Angela Bachiller, 
who has Down syndrome, 
became a city councilor 
in Valladolid, Spain. But she 
didn't run for election, in¬ 


stead taking over the post 
after her predecessor re¬ 
signed because of corrup¬ 
tion allegations. 

Down syndrome is a genet¬ 
ic abnormality that causes 
developmental delays and 
medical conditions such as 
heart defects and respira¬ 
tory and hearing problems. 
Russell is a candidate for 
Peru-Nacion, a center- 
right party that is not widely 
known and has fared poor¬ 
ly in past elections. How¬ 
ever, Russell's bold cam¬ 


paign ahead of the Jan. 
26 parliamentary elections 
is getting attention. He was 
invited to speak at a left¬ 
ist forum where he asked 
people to fight for people 
like him, regardless of politi¬ 
cal leanings. 

"I want people with my 
condition to have a voice," 
said Russell, who studied 
communications at the 
Peruvian San Ignacio de 
Loyola University and said 
his parents encouraged 
him to find his own way. 


"I learned how to read and 
write, walk, run and eat, 
basically to respect myself," 
the candidate has written. 
"Well this is really impressive, 
because Bryan is chang¬ 
ing the history and that is 
the most important thing," 
said Gladys Mujica, Russell's 
mother.Mujica, an English 
teacher, described her son 
as a "symbol." 

Some Peruvians are open 
to Russell's campaigning, 
which consists on a normal 
day of handing out leaflets 
while carrying a sign with 
an image of his face. 

"He's looking to do his 
best. The 'normal' people 
try to steal from the coun¬ 
try. That's a very big differ¬ 
ence," said Carlos Maza, 
a retired man who said he 
would vote for Russell. 

"We have to give him a 
chance," said Elena Saave¬ 
dra, a secretary who shook 
the candidate's hand. 
About 3 million Peruvians 
have some kind of disability 
in a country of more than 
30 million, according to offi¬ 
cial figures. There is no data 
for the number of Peruvi¬ 
ans with Down syndrome, 
though historian Liliana Pe- 
naherrera, founder of the 
Peruvian Society for Down 
Syndrome, estimates there 
could be up to 25,000 peo¬ 
ple with the condition.^ 


UN Mexico rights office criticizes government on Mayan Train 



In this March 18, 2019 file photo, Rogelio Jimenez Pons, director 
of Fonatur, points to a map of a planned train line through the 
Yucatan Peninsula, during an interview in Mexico City. 

Associated Press 


By PETER ORSI 
Associated Press 
MEXICO CITY (AP) — The 
Mexico office of the U.N. 
High Commissioner for Hu¬ 
man Rights issued a string 
of criticisms Thursday of the 
government’s handling of 
consultations with indig¬ 
enous communities over 
a planned megaproject 
known as the Mayan Train 
in the country's southeast. 
The agency, which said its 
observers attended a num¬ 
ber of regional assemblies 
in late November and De¬ 
cember, applauded Mex¬ 
ico for its stated intent of 
respecting and protecting 
indigenous rights and for 
the fact that the consulta¬ 
tions took place before the 
project's execution. 

But days after a referen¬ 
dum on the multibillion- 


dollar project that Presi¬ 
dent Andres Manuel Lopez 
Obrador said gave over¬ 
whelming support to the 
proposal, the U.N. office 
found that the consulta¬ 
tions were flawed and the 
process "has not complied 
with all international stan¬ 


dards on human rights." 

The office said that during 
the assemblies, observers 
noted that only possible 
benefits of the project were 
mentioned and not "nega¬ 
tive impacts" that could be 
caused. On multiple occa¬ 
sions, it said, participants 


asked about those poten¬ 
tial impacts and did not re¬ 
ceive a clear or complete 
answer. 

"The lack of studies on the 
impacts or their lack of dif¬ 
fusion makes it hard for 
people to define their po¬ 
sition on the project in a 
fully informed manner," the 
office said in a statement. 
"Nonetheless, authorities 
advanced to the consulta¬ 
tion stage of the process." 

A spokesperson for Lopez 
Obrador's administration 
did not immediately re¬ 
spond to a message seek¬ 
ing comment on the U.N. 
findings. The president has 
touted the Mayan Train, 
one of his core promises 
from the 2018 presidential 
campaign, as a major ef¬ 
fort to lift up some of the 
country's most impover¬ 


ished communities. 

The train would travel some 
950 miles (1,525 kilome¬ 
ters) around the Yucatan 
Peninsula and down into 
the southernmost state of 
Chiapas, from cities and 
beach resorts to pristine 
jungle and ancient Mayan 
ruins. There are environ¬ 
mental and development 
concerns surrounding the 
project, however. 

The U.N. office also high¬ 
lighted other problems with 
the consultations such as 
community members ex¬ 
pressing support for the 
train in hopes that would 
win them benefits such as 
jobs, homes or education, 
despite officials’ reassur¬ 
ances to them that eco¬ 
nomic, social and cultural 
rights were not conditioned 
on such support. Q 
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Full laughter at Aruba Ray Ellin's phenomenal show 

Top American standup comics give fantastic performance 



EAGLE BEACH — The “Aru¬ 
ba Ray’s Comedy” show 
features some of the fun¬ 
niest American standup 
comedians in a terrific 
90-minute show, and Aruba 
Today was there and had a 
blast at the Casa del Mar 
Beach Resort & Timeshare. 
It all begins and ends with 
host Ray Ellin. You will be 
amazed with his quick wit, 
sharp tongue and hilarious 
observations of the pub¬ 
lic, memorizing every tar¬ 
geted person in the audi¬ 
ence throughout the whole 
show. Three top comedians 
took care of a full laughter 
show where you forget all 
your worries and walk out 
with a happy smile. 

Celebrating six years of Ex¬ 
cellence in Aruba, Aruba 
Ray's Comedy is the num¬ 
ber one rated Night Time 
Activity on TripAdvisor, the 
number one rated Show on 
TripAdvisor, and the num¬ 
ber one rated Fun Activity 
on TripAdvisor. The show 
was named as one of USA 
Today’s “10 Best". This is 
the same caliber show you 
would find at the top com¬ 
edy clubs in NYC. The line¬ 
up is truly some of the best 
and hottest comedians 
from the United States. This 
wonderful show is the best 
way to spend a night out 
“off-the-town”; so to speak. 

Line-up was Dan Natur- 
man, finalist on America's 
Got Talent, Tony V from 
CBS’ “The Late Show”, 
Christine Hurley from “Last 
Comic Standing” and 


all three were simply the 
greatest in their own identi¬ 
cal style. The room is cozy 
where you are seated 
close to the stage resem¬ 
bling a New York club and 
being able to see the mim¬ 
ics of the comedian, in the 
case of Hurley a must be¬ 
cause she makes the funni¬ 
est faces. The dry humor of 
Naturman, the rude jokes 
of Hurley and the ‘let's 
have a chat' way of Tony 
V all rocked. Ellin is a great 
host, welcoming the audi¬ 
ence personally at the en¬ 
trance and waving them 
out after the show. We felt 
truly relaxed and happy af¬ 
ter two hours of gut-busting 
laughter and forgetting ev¬ 
erything else. 

Ray Ellin is considered by his 
peers to be the best host in 
NYC, Ray is also known as 
"Aruba Ray" because of 
his passion for Aruba. Ray 
has been coming to Aruba 
every month for the past 
seven years, where he pro¬ 
duces and hosts these in¬ 
credible comedy shows. Al¬ 
ready popular in New York, 
the comedian has brought 
his talent and some of his 
colleagues to Aruba. 

Catch the final show to¬ 
night at 8:30pm in the show¬ 
room at the Casa Del Mar 
Resort. Doors open at 8pm. 
The show will be back in 
January at the Holiday Inn 
resort so check out Aruba 
Today newspaper to keep 
track of the new schedule. 
You may also find updates 
at www.ArubaComedy. 
com.Q 




SURRENDER TO YOUR 
EVERY CRAVING. 
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As the centerpiece of Aruba's thriving downtown district, LG- Smith's 
delivers an unsurpassed steakhouse e*perience r elevated by our passion, 
culinary chops and "attitude is everything'' mantra. 

And join us every Friday for the only Kobe Steak on the island as our chef 
prepares succulent cuts of rare Kobe Steak paired with an exclusive wine list. 

The #1 Steakhouse in Aruba according to Trip Advisor. 

Locatei ^ Oranjestad r next to Wind Creek Crystal Casino. 

Open nightly for dinner. For reservations please call 523.6195, 



Igsmiths.corn 
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5 o'clock Somewhere Bar & Grill is the new thrill in town! 

“Everyone knows Jimmy Buffet’s bars in the States” 



ORANJESTAD — The Renaissance 
Marketplace recently opened their other - 
state-of-mind 5 o’clock Somewhere Bar 
& Grill as well as Winter Wonderland. Start 
your weekend off with a great energy 
because this will definitely make you 
happy. Time will be irrelevant while taking 
in the chill vibes of live music and lots of 
fun, super drinks and scrumptious delights. 
You simply can’t miss it! 

The dynamic manager of 5 o'clock 
Somewhere Bar & Grill, Carlton Ho Sing Loy, 
can’t wait to show the guests why the bar 
has already earned its stripes in the States. 
“Everyone knows Jimmy Buffets bars in 
the States. He is a singer and producer 
who owns the Margaritaville chain 
named after his hit song ‘Margaritaville’. 
You will find this bar in many places, but 
Aruba has the first stand-alone 5 o'clock 
Somewhere bar. “Here it is all about fun 
and entertainment. Big fans of Buffet are 
called Parrot Heads and for sure we will 



MARGARITA 

MONDAY 

$5 Margarkas 


& OJ 9pm-12am 


WEEKLY 

HAPPENINGS 


@5S0MEWHEREARUBA 


SIP HAPPENINGS 
FRIDAY 

2 fori Balashi Beer 


& live band 9pm-l2am 




fims 

TUESDAY 

$5 Tito's Cocktails 
& Double shots 
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THROWBACK 

THURSDAY 

$5 TBT Cocktails 
& $10 Snack Platter 


STATE OF MIND 
SATURDAY 

$5 on specialty cocktails 

t-iiusJ'iL Jarful 


WING IT 

CHILL DOWN 

WEDNESDAY 

SUNDAY 


& DJ 9pm*12am 



& DJ 9pm-12am 



.OCATEO AT THE RENAISSANCE MARKE PLACE 

I [ ’ TEL +297 52367*2 ] 




put them here at the bar. 
We will play games with our 
guests like Corn Hole, Plinko 
and Ring Games to interact 
and of course prices are 
to be won. Regular guests 
are familiar with the typical 
Buffet greeting which is the 
Fins Up. Yes, this is a happy 
experimental bar.” A great 
choice to do something 
different for locals, and a 
must-do for Buffet fans. 

Everything at Somewhere 

Ho Sing Loy’s team is ready 
to welcome you at their 
dynamic place where you 
can expect bottle flipping 
and other tricks, TV screens 
showing sports and daily 
specials like Margarita 
Mondays, Tito Tuesdays, 
Wing It Wednesdays. “It is a 
very different menu in the 
sense that we have all the 
original drinks that belong 
to the Margaritaville brand 
like the Margarita’s Who's 
To Blame, Uptown Top 
Shelf, Livin’ it up and so on. 
Beers, wines, boat drinks, 
smoothies are all part of 
the offering, for everyone 
there’s something at the 
5 o’clock Somewhere Bar. 
The menu drinks and bites 
are well-priced inclusive 
taxes and service charge. 
Are you craving for some 


Margaritaville classics? Try 
the 5 o'clock signature 
burger or the nachos 
with tortilla chips that are 
layered with beef and bean 
chili, cheese, pico de gallo, 
jalapenos, guacamole and 
sour cream. It is a straight, 
yes. But after all you are 
in Aruba so you may feel 
to taste a bit of the island. 
Another yes as there is the 
Aruban Cuban, bitterballen 
or Chicken Keshi Yena. It is 
up to you! “By the way, we 
also got the merchandising 
kiosk selling T-Shirts, caps 
and so on.” 

Zugheila Lindeborg, Local 
Marketing Manager: “We 
planned building a bar for 
many years already and we 
found the right match with 
the brand Margaritaville. 
It is a different type of 
bar because of the chill 
environment combined 
with lots of fun.” Ho Sing 
Loy agrees to that: “At this 
bar, you can just be you. 
It is an easy walk-in bar for 
everyone. The bar is large 
and inviting with a DJ every 
night and every Friday a 
live band on a small stage. 
The ambiance will rock and 
the fun never stops." Raise 
a glass and take a bite out 
of paradiseQ 



•m 


For more information: Facebook / Instagram 
@5oclocksomewherearuba. 
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POINT GIVEAWAY 


NOVEMBER 29 - DECEMBER 22, 2019 


100,000 POINTS AWARDED 
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We're giving away $50 Free Slot Play 
to lucky slot and table gome players every 
30 minutes from 7pm to midnight! 


Every Friday, Saturday arid Sunday 

Ten daily winners of 10,000 points! 

Earn 100 base slot points or 8 table credits 


THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 



and swipe up to Five times daily at any kiosk. 

See Pfoyeiy Gfob for detoffc 


Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Families with love for Aruba 


EAGLE BEACH — Recently, Jona¬ 
than Boekhoudt of the Aruba Tour¬ 
ism Authority had the great plea¬ 
sure to honor Aruba’s loyal and 
friendly visitors as Distinguished 
Visitors, Goodwill Ambassadors, 
and Emerald Ambassadors of Aru¬ 
ba. The Distinguished visitor certifi¬ 
cate is presented on behalf of the 
Minister of Tourism, as a token of 
appreciation to the guests who visit 
Aruba 10 years and more consec¬ 
utively. The Goodwill Ambassador 
certificate is presented to guests 
who visit Aruba 20 years and more 


consecutively. The Emerald Am¬ 
bassador certificate is presented 
to guests who visit Aruba 35 years 
and more consecutively. 

The honorees were Matthew Woll, 
Dana & Michael Bernier, and 
Thomas Pennington & Stephanie 
Wade as Distinguished Visitors of 
Aruba. The goodwill Ambassador 
certificate went to Melissa Magee, 
Wilt & Maureen Townley, and Fred- 
erico & Anita Garza. 

The Emerald Ambassador certifi¬ 
cate went to Frederick Woll. The 




Emerald Ambassador certificate 
is the highest certificate that we 
present, and is given to visitors who 
have been visiting Aruba 35 years 
or more consecutively. It is incred¬ 
ibly beautiful to see that Aruba has 
so many loyal visitors, and we hope 
to see them for many more years 
to come. 

These wonderful people stated 
that they love the island very much, 
especially for its year-round sunny 
weather, nice sandy beaches and 
picturesque sunsets, delicious vari¬ 
ety of foods, its safety and Aruba’s 


warm and friendly people who be¬ 
came like family to them. 

These honorees not only fell in-love 
with the island, but also brought 
family, grandchildren, friends, and 
neighbors to Aruba. 

Boekhoudt together with the rep¬ 
resentatives of the Tamarijn All- 
Inclusive Resort presented the 
certificates to the honorees, hand¬ 
ed over some presents and also 
thanked them for choosing Aruba 
as their favorite vacation destina¬ 
tion and as their home-away-from- 
home.O 
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Groceries to Go 


ORANJESTAD — Fitness 
Guru Marilyn Pick reinvents 
herself as a Grocery Entre¬ 
preneur for Aruba’s Tour¬ 
ists. Marilyn Pick says she 
and her family find it tre¬ 
mendously “exciting and 
rewarding to create some¬ 
thing that people enjoy 
and appreciate.” Around 
the Baltimore metropolitan 
area, Marilyn Pick has built 
a reputation for fitness and 
fashion. But on the Dutch 
Caribbean island of Aruba, 
she's best known for gro¬ 
ceries. 

Perpetually clad in red 
and black, Pick has taught 
countless cardio, step, 
strength training, body 
sculpting and Zumba class¬ 
es, and was voted “Best 
of Baltimore” by Baltimore 
magazine. As an instructor 
and former business owner/ 
group fitness director, she 
served on the Governor’s 
Council on Physical Fitness, 
offered exercise tips on TV 
and led warm-ups at nu¬ 
merous charity races. 

That boundless energy re¬ 
cently propelled her into 
a new business venture. In 
addition to teaching total 
body workouts. Pick serves 
as marketing director of 
GroceriesToGo Aruba, the 
island’s first full-service on¬ 
line grocery delivery busi¬ 


ness. She co-founded the 
enterprise with her son, 
Jared, and husband, Karl, 
who grew up in Aruba and 
maintains dual citizenship. 
During a New Year's Eve 
dinner on the island four 
years ago, the Picks con¬ 
ceived the idea of forming 
an online grocery delivery 
business to help Arubans 
and vacationers alike. 

Karl Pick, an orthodontist 
and University of Maryland 
School of Dentistry profes¬ 
sor, oversaw the process of 
applying for the required 
business licenses. Jared 
Pick, a University of Michi¬ 
gan graduate with an MBA, 
did extensive research and 
planning before develop¬ 
ing a customized website, 
converting prices from 
Dutch florins to dollars to 
make it easy for American 
vacationers. 

When the business was 
operational a year later, 
they teamed up with Aru¬ 
ba’s largest supermarket, 
Ling and Sons IGA Super 
Center in Oranjestad, to 
become their exclusive 
delivery partner. Groceries¬ 
ToGo Aruba’s stated mis¬ 
sion is “to provide quality 
products and convenient 
services to customers that 
will allow them more time 
to enjoy their vacation and 
the wonders of Aruba, One 



online grocery 


delivery 


service 


r 



« 


GroceriesToG 

aruba 


J^oceriesToGoArub 



Happy Island!" 

Comprising thousands of 
grocery items and travel 
essentials, GroceryToGo’s 
merchandise includes fresh 
produce, meat, desserts, 
dairy, frozen foods, snacks, 
deli, gluten free and ko¬ 
sher products; beverages 
including beer, wine and 
spirits; health and beau¬ 
ty; baby care; household 
goods, rental furniture and 
more. 

Jared Pick is the com¬ 
pany’s CEO, running daily 
operations, while Karl Pick 
is the CFO. The business 
runs smoothly with Edgar 
Sawney as manager work¬ 
ing to make sure the orders 
are filled correctly and de¬ 
livered on time 
Marilyn Pick says marketing 
was a major part of build¬ 
ing her fitness business, so 
it’s a natural transition for 
her to promote Groceries¬ 
ToGo Aruba since she be¬ 


lieves it is a beneficial ser¬ 
vice for so many people. 
Vacationers can arrive on 
the island and relax at the 
beach while Groceries- 
ToGoAruba shops for all 
their groceries and delivers 
everything right to where 
they are staying. 

“I like to visit timeshares 
and hotels, educating the 
concierges on how we can 
assist their guests by our 
shopping for their groceries 
so they don't have to take 
time away from their vaca¬ 
tion to shop and stand in 
line in a grocery store. Gro¬ 
ceriesToGo Aruba now de¬ 
livers to every hotel on the 
island of more than 104,000 
inhabitants, as well as to 
timeshares, Airbnbs, villas, 
beach houses, homes, busi¬ 
nesses, boats and yachts. 
Islanders who are too busy 
to shop applaud the ser¬ 
vice, as do vacationers 
who like arriving at their 
destination with grocer¬ 


ies waiting for them. “We 
brought four generations to 
Aruba and didn’t have to 
leave the family to go gro¬ 
cery shopping,” says Jenni¬ 
fer Goldmeier, vacationing 
in Aruba. “It is a great ser¬ 
vice, and we wouldn’t do it 
any other way!" 

Dr. Joanne Rief concurs. 
“GroceriesToGo Aruba 
makes it so easy to have 
our groceries delivered 
right to us when we arrive,” 
she says. “I can’t wait to 
use this service again on 
my next trip to Aruba.” 

Pick says she finds it tre¬ 
mendously “exciting and 
rewarding to create some¬ 
thing that people enjoy 
and appreciate." She also 
loves being part of a fam¬ 
ily business. “We work well 
together, share ideas and 
collaborate in the decision¬ 
making.” For information, 
visit www.GroceriesToGoA- 
ruba.com. □ 


Aruba to Me 

ORANJESTAD - Aruba Today 
likes to welcome readers to 
participate in our newspaper. 
You can see that in our Honored 
Guest-publications, specials 
like on Valentine’s Day and on 
other occasions. Throughout the 
year you are always welcome to 
send us your vacation picture(s) 
together with completing the 

sentence: Aruba to me is. 

(Email: news@arubatoday.com) 

For today's newspaper we re¬ 
ceived a great picture from 

Melisa Morgan from New 
York with her cousin James 
from Washington, DC. She wrote 
to us: 

“I recently celebrated owning 
and visiting Aruba for 20 con¬ 
secutive years! I was honored 
and received my Goodwill Am¬ 


bassador Award from The Aruba 
Tourism Board. I thank them so 
much. It was beautiful. 

I am a member and own at 
Paradise Beach Villas. Owning 
there is very special because 
they always treat you like family 
and that is your home. 

I come to Aruba every year to 
celebrate my birthday with my 
cousin James W. Jones who also 
owns at La Cabana. James first 
invited me and introduced Aru¬ 
ba to me in 1999. It is fun for us 
to meet up in Aruba and enjoy 
the beach, the food and all fes¬ 
tivities that the island has to of¬ 
fer. We have visited The Flying 
Fishbone restaurant many times 
to eat right on the water with 
sand at your feet. The food is al¬ 
ways excellent and the service 
is great. This is one of the 
“Aruba To Me” moments!” □ 
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Watch every 



Here's why 
they are all 
must-see TV 

By RALPH D. RUSSO 

AP College Football Writer 
This bowl season starts a bit 
earlier and ends a bit later. 
The number of games is the 
same, but they are spread 
over more days. 

That means more days with 
at least a little bit of col¬ 
lege football, ending with 
the national champion¬ 
ship game Jan. 13 in New 
Orleans. We will save the 
playoff picks for another 
time. Do you really need a 
reason to watch the games 
that determine the nation¬ 
al championship? For the 
other 38 games, you might 
need a little convincing. 
We're here to help. 

The picks and a reason to 
watch every bowl game 
(all times EST): 

Friday, Dec. 20 
Bahamas Bowl 
Nassau 

Buffalo vs. Charlotte, 2 p.m 

(ESPN) 

Line: Buffalo minus 6.5 
Why watch? Three words: 
Early happy hour. 

Pick: CHARLOTTE 24-21. 
Frisco (Texas) Bowl 
Utah State vs. Kent State, 
7:30 p.m. (ESPN2) 

Line: Utah State minus 7. 
Why watch? Impress your 
friends when you inform 
them Kent State coach 
Sean Lewis is both the 
youngest (33) and tallest 
(6-foot-7) coach in FBS. 
Pick: UTAH STATE 35-24. 

Saturday, Dec. 21 
Celebration Bowl 
Atlanta 

North Carolina A&T vs. Al¬ 
corn State, noon (ABC) 
Line: NC A&T minus 3. 

Why watch? FCS football, 
but major college bands 
at halftime. 

Pick: NC A&T 24-21. 



LillardSmitmidelift 
over Wartims 122hl 


Blazers 


Rortland iTraillBlazers guard pamiarnLillard^iqht, shogtsj,as Go ld 


^Associated-Press 






-/ 


entState LWarriorsrguard’D.amiomLeeldefendsduring^thefirstlhalf 


oKan NBAibasketballrgamejirnPort I a n d *© r e mNe dnesday, pec 


Page 20 


Continued on Page 23 


















FRIDAY 20 DECEMBER 


aiflSPORTS 



APNewsBreak: Red Sox, Yanks, Cubs sent 2019 luxury tax bills 



Gerrit Cole poses at Yankee Stadium as the newest New York Yankees player is introduced during 
a baseball media availability, Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2019 in New York. The pitcher agreed to a 
9-year $324 million contract. 

Associated Press 


By RONALD BLUM 
AP Baseball Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Boston 
will pay a Red Sox record 
$13.4 million luxury tax after 
failing to make the playoffs 
and the New York Yankees 
finished with a $6.7 million 
bill, likely a fraction of what 
they will pay next year. 
Three teams owe tax, ac¬ 
cording to end-of-year fig¬ 
ures sent to clubs Wednes¬ 
day and obtained by The 
Associated Press. The Chi¬ 
cago Cubs must pay $7.6 
million following a season 
that ended with a Septem¬ 
ber fade and no postsea¬ 
son berth. 

New York has run up a to¬ 
tal of $348 million in tax 
since the payroll restraint 
system began in 2003, ow¬ 
ing money in each year 
except 2018. The Los An¬ 
geles Dodgers are second 
at $150 million, followed by 
the Red Sox at $50 million 
and the Cubs at $11 million. 
This year's initial tax thresh¬ 
old was $206 million, count¬ 
ing payrolls by average 
annual values and includ¬ 
ing earned bonuses, ad¬ 
justments for cash transac¬ 
tions, option buyouts and 
just over $14 million per 
team in benefits. 

Among regular payrolls, 
which include salaries, 
prorated shares of signing 
bonuses and earned bo¬ 
nuses, the Red Sox topped 
the major leagues for the 
second straight season at 
$228 million. The Yankees 
were next at $226 million, 
followed by the Cubs ($220 
million). World Series cham¬ 


pion Washington ($205 mil¬ 
lion) and the Los Angeles 
Dodgers ($205 million). 

Five of the top 10 spend¬ 
ers missed the playoffs, 
with the Red Sox and Cubs 
joined by San Francisco 
($183 million), the Los An¬ 
geles Angels ($166 million) 
and Philadelphia ($161 mil¬ 
lion). 

Just two teams from the 
dozen lowest payrolls 
reached the postseason. 
Tampa Bay (last at $67 mil¬ 
lion) defeated Oakland 
(26th at $96 million) in the 
AL wild-card game, then 
lost to Houston in a five- 
game Division Series. 
Overall spending on regu¬ 
lar payrolls dropped for the 
third straight year, an ab¬ 
erration caused by large 
signing bonuses for Mike 
Trout, Alex Bregman, Ja¬ 
cob deGrom, Paul Gold¬ 
schmidt, Clayton Kershaw, 


Manny Machado and A.J. 
Pollock. Those bonuses are 
prorated over the length of 
each contract, and pay¬ 
rolls totaled $4,219 billion, 
down from $4,227 billion in 
2018 and $4,245 billion in 
2017. 

But teams set a record at 
$4.7 billion in the compu¬ 
tation by average annual 
values, an increase of $157 
million that follows the lon¬ 
ger-term trend. That came 
after an offseason when 
the clubs committed $3.88 
billion in guaranteed mon¬ 
ey, their biggest spending 
spree ever. Atlanta, Cincin¬ 
nati, Colorado, Houston, 
Milwaukee, Oakland, San 
Diego and St. Louis had 
their highest AAV payrolls. 
Among regular pay¬ 
rolls, which better display 
year-to-year shifts, Detroit 
dropped from $191 mil¬ 
lion in 2017 to $133 million 


in 2018 to $117 million this 
year. Baltimore cut from 
$167 million in 2017 to $137 
million in 2018 to $83 million 
this year. 

Toronto fell from $165 mil¬ 
lion in 2017 to $157 million 
in 2018 to $120 million this 
year, and Kansas City from 
$154 million in 2017 to $127 
million in 2018 to $102 mil¬ 
lion this season. Under new 
CEO Derek Jeter, Miami 
shaved from $117 million in 
2017 to $90 million in 2018 
to $76 million this year. 

Big one-season drops this 
year included San Francis¬ 
co ($27 million), and Arizo¬ 
na, Cleveland and Seattle 
($23 million each). 

Large rises were headed 
by Philadelphia, up $54 mil¬ 
lion to $161 million, and the 
Yankees, who rose by $43 
million. New York dropped 
to sixth in 2018, rose to sec¬ 
ond this year and figures 


to lead the major leagues 
next year after reaching a 
record $324 million, nine- 
year contract with pitcher 
Gerrit Cole. 

Other teams with significant 
hikes included Cincinnati 
($34 million), the Chicago 
White Sox ($26 million), Mil¬ 
waukee ($25 million), the 
Chicago Cubs ($22 million) 
and World Series champion 
Washington ($21 million). 
Showing a wide disparity, 
the top 50 players aver¬ 
aged $24.1 million while the 
listed major league salary 
of the roughly other 1,500 
players who spent at least 
one day on a big league 
roster this year averaged 
$2.4 million. 

Next year's tax starts at $208 
million, and New York's rate 
will rise from 20% to 30% on 
the first $20 million over, 
32% to 42% on the next $20 
million and 62.5% to 75% on 
any amount above $248 
million. If the Yankees ex¬ 
ceed $248 million, which 
now appears likely, their 
top selection in the June 
2021 amateur draft would 
be dropped 10 places. 
Checks for the competitive 
balance tax, as it is normal¬ 
ly known, go to the com¬ 
missioner's office and are 
due by Jan. 21. The first $13 
million of tax money is used 
to fund player benefits 
and 50% of the remainder 
will be used to fund player 
Individual Retirement Ac¬ 
counts. The other 50% of 
the remainder will be given 
to teams not over the tax 
threshold — $272,979 per 
club.Q 



In this Aug. 30, 2017, file photo. New York Yankees' Jacoby 
Ellsbury reacts after grounding out to end the sixth inning in the 
first game of the baseball team's doubleheader against the 
Cleveland Indians at Yankee Stadium in New York. 

Associated Press 


APNewsBreak: Union files 
grievance on behalf of Ellsbury 


By RONALD BLUM 
AP Baseball Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The Ma¬ 
jor League Baseball Play¬ 
ers Association has filed a 
grievance against the New 
York Yankees in an attempt 
to regain the remaining $26 
million due released out¬ 
fielder Jacoby Ellsbury. 

The grievance was dis¬ 
closed to The Associated 
Press by a person familiar 
with the process who spoke 
on condition of anonym¬ 
ity because no announce¬ 


ment was made. Barring a 
settlement, the grievance 
will be heard by arbitrator 
Mark Irvings. 

New York converted Ells- 
bury’s $153 million, seven- 
year contract to non-guar- 
anteed, contending he 
violated the deal by get¬ 
ting unauthorized medical 
treatment, then released 
the 36-year-old outfielder 
on Nov. 20. The Yankees 
said he was treated by Dr. 
Viktor Bouquette of Pro¬ 
gressive Medical Center in 


Atlanta without the team's 
permission. 

Ellsbury contends any treat¬ 
ment he received without 
authorization was for a 
non-baseball-related injury 
or condition, which does 
not require the club's con¬ 
sent. 

Ellsbury has not played 
since 2017 because of a 
variety of ailments. He is 
owed more than $21.1 mil¬ 
lion for 2020 plus a $5 mil¬ 
lion buyout of a $21 million 
team option for 2021 .□ 
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Jaguars adjust clocks with 
gone, stump for Marrone 



This photo taken Aug. 29, 2019, shows Tom Coughlin, executive 
vice president of football operations for the Jacksonville Jaguars 
watching players warm up before an NFL preseason football 
game in Jacksonville, Fla. 

Associated Press 


By MARK LONG 
AP Sports Writer 
JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (AP) — 

About 12 hours after Jag¬ 
uars owner Shad Khan fired 
top executive Tom Cough¬ 
lin, all the clocks inside the 
building were reset. There 
was no more "Coughlin 
Time" in Jacksonville. 

It could be the franchise's 
most significant change. 
There's growing belief 
that Khan plans to keep 
coach Doug Marrone and 
general manager Dave 
Caldwell in 2020. Marrone 
and Caldwell have two 
years remaining on their 
contracts, and Khan ap¬ 
parently wants to see what 
they do can without one 
of the NFL's most stringent 
taskmasters trying to con¬ 
trol everything from draft 
picks to sock choices. 
"We'd love to see coach 
Marrone stick around 
and see this through," Pro 
Bowl defensive end Cal¬ 
ais Campbell. "Change 
can be good. Too much 
change can work against 
you." 

"It threw me off when I first 
got here," defensive tackle 
Abry Jones said. "I thought 
I was late. That's probably 
the strongest adjustment 
we're going to have to get 
to, just resetting 5 minutes 
back." 

Khan said he decided 
weeks ago to fire Coughlin, 
who botched several draft 
picks, failed repeatedly to 
fix the team's quarterback 
situation and upset star 
cornerback Jalen Ramsey 
so much that he faked a 
back injury to avoid play¬ 
ing for Jacksonville. 

Khan adjusted his time¬ 
line after the NFL Play¬ 
ers Association slammed 
Coughlin on Monday. The 
union said more than 25% 
of player grievances filed 
in the last two years have 
been against the Jaguars 
— against Coughlin, re¬ 
ally — and warned players 
to "consider this when you 
have a chance to select 
your next club." 

It was damage Khan had 
to address. "Mr. Khan was 
trying to send a message 
to the league and every¬ 
one else," Jones said. "No 


one wants to have that 
on their team, where they 
have disgruntled players 
and they're trying to get 
money back and all that." 
Marrone might not have to 
win his final two games, be¬ 
ginning Sunday at Atlanta 
(5-9), but he probably can't 
afford another embarrass¬ 
ment. The Jaguars (5-9) 
have lost 19 of their last 26 
games, 11 of those by dou¬ 
ble digits and six by 20 or 
more points. 

They dropped five straight 
by at least 17 points — the 
first NFL team to do that 
since Tampa Bay in 1986 — 
before scoring twice in the 
final 5:15 last week to up¬ 
set Oakland 20-16. Players 
praised Marrone for keep¬ 
ing them from crumbling 


Coughlin 


earlier amid one of the 
strangest seasons in fran¬ 
chise history. Among the 
drama: 

—Linebacker Telvin Smith, 
the team's top tackier the 
past two seasons, abruptly 
walked away from football 
in May. 

—Defensive end Yannick 
Ngakoue skipped most of 
the offseason and part of 
training camp in a con¬ 
tract dispute that remains 
unsettled. 

—Quarterback Nick Foies 
broke his left collarbone 11 
plays into the opener and 
missed eight games. 

—Ramsey got in a heated 
sideline exchange with 
Marrone at Houston and a 
much-less public one with 
Coughlin after the Week 2 


game. Ramsey demanded 
a trade and refused to play 
until he got shipped to the 
Los Angeles Rams. 

"We've had a lot of noise," 
Campbell said. "Coach 
Marrone's done an incred¬ 
ible job keeping the guys 
focused and staying on 
the task at hand. That's im¬ 
pressive. He's a very good 


coach." 

Coughlin won two Super 
Bowls as coach of the New 
York Giants. But he clearly 
failed to make the transi¬ 
tion from the sideline to the 
front office, unable to stop 
meddling in game plans 
and seemingly unwilling to 
ease up on his mandates 
and minutiae. □ 
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Miami snaps 76ers' 14-game home winning streak, wins 108-104 


over Detroit. Sexton dribbled the ball off oop basket gave the Bulls 

The Raptors were without his foot and out of bounds their first lead since the first 
guard Fred VanVIeet be- with 16 seconds left. Rozier quarter, 106-105 with 1:47 



Miami Heat's Bam Adebayo (13) dunks the ball between Philadelphia 76ers' Joel Embiid (21) and 
Mike Scott (1) during the second half of an NBA basketball game, Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2019, in 
Philadelphia. 

Associated Press 


By The Associated Press 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Ken¬ 
drick Nunn scored 26 points 
to help the Miami Heat 
hand the Philadelphia 
76ers their first home loss 
of the season, 108-104 on 
Wednesday night. 

The 76ers had been 14-0 at 
home, including a 113-86 
victory over the Heat last 
month. 

Tobias Harris buried a 
3-pointer for the Sixers with 
25.5 seconds left that made 
it 106-104 and they had sud¬ 
den life when Nunn missed 
twice at the free throw line. 
Al Horford, though, missed 
an open 3-point attempt 
from the wing and the Heat 
escaped in a thriller. 

Bam Adebayo scored 23 
points and Duncan Rob¬ 
inson had 15 for the Heat. 
Robinson made a pair of 3s 
in the fourth that stretched 
the lead to 14 points, and 
Nunn buried a 30-footer for 
a 99-83 lead. 

Joel Embiid, who missed 
Sunday's rout by the Nets 
with an upper respiratory ill¬ 
ness, had 22 points and 19 
rebounds. Harris scored 20 
points. 

Jimmy Butler scored 14 
points for the Heat and was 
pretty much a non-fac¬ 
tor until late in his second 
game back in Philadelphia. 
PELICANS 107, TIMBER- 
WOLVES 99 

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Bran¬ 
don Ingram scored 34 
points and New Orleans 
snapped its 13-game losing 
streak with a win over short- 
handed Minnesota. 

Jrue Holiday had 18 points 
and Lonzo Ball added 10 
points, six rebounds and 
six assists off the bench for 
New Orleans, which was 
coming off a 108-101 over¬ 
time loss at home to Brook¬ 
lyn a night earlier. 

Playing without leading 
scorer and rebounder Karl- 
Anthony Towns, Minneso¬ 
ta lost its seventh straight 
game after shooting 38% 
from the field. Andrew Wig¬ 
gins led the Timberwolves 
with 27 points. 

RAPTORS 112, PISTONS 99 
DETROIT (AP) — Kyle Lowry 
had 20 points, 10 rebounds 
and 10 assists for a triple¬ 
double and Toronto had 
an 11-0 run in the third 
quarter on its way to a win 


cause of right knee injury. 
Then center Marc Gasol left 
in the first quarter with a left 
hamstring strain. Toronto still 
had enough firepower to 
handle the Pistons. 

Detroit allowed 133 points 
in a loss to Washington on 
Monday night. The Pistons 
got frontcourt standouts 
Blake Griffin and Andre 
Drummond back from their 
injuries for this game, but 
they still allowed 70 points 
in the first half and 40 in the 
second quarter. 

Drummond had 22 points 
and 18 rebounds for De¬ 
troit. 

CAVALIERS 100, HORNETS 
98 

CLEVELAND (AP) — Collin 
Sexton scored 23 points. 
Cedi Osman had 18 and 
Cleveland held off a late 
Charlotte comeback. 
Cleveland, which had 
lost 16 of 18, led the entire 
game but nearly squan¬ 
dered a 24-point lead in 
the third quarter. 

Terry Rozier scored a ca¬ 
reer-high 35 points for Char¬ 
lotte and hit five 3-pointers 
in the fourth quarter, the 
last coming with 21 sec¬ 
onds remaining to cut the 
deficit to 100-98. 


popped open at the top of 
the key for a wide-open 3 
with three seconds to go, 
but the shot hit off the rim 
and Sexton grabbed the 
rebound to finally secure 
the victory for the Cavs. 
Rozier was 12 of 27 from the 
field and 7 of 15 on 3-point¬ 
ers. Cody Zeller had 15 
points for the Hornets. 

Kevin Love had 16 points 
and 14 rebounds for Cleve¬ 
land. Tristan Thompson 
added 14 points and 13 re¬ 
bounds. 

BULLS 110, WIZARDS 109 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Wen¬ 
dell Carter Jr. made a la¬ 
yup with 9.1 seconds left 
in overtime, completing 
Chicago's rally from an 
18-point deficit in the fourth 
quarter to beat Washing¬ 
ton. 

Zach LaVine capped a 
21-3 Bulls run with three free 
throws that tied the game 
at 96 with 5.5 seconds left in 
the fourth. Bradley Beal hit 
a jumper with 0.5 seconds 
remaining to put Wash¬ 
ington ahead 98-96, but 
LaVine was fouled on the 
ensuing inbound play and 
hit two free throws to force 
OT. 

Lauri Markkanen's alley- 


left in overtime. 

Markkanen had 31 points 
and nine rebounds, and 
LaVine added 24 points. 
Davis Bertans led Washing¬ 
ton with 26 points, and Beal 
finished with 22. 

In his return to Washing¬ 
ton, former Wizards player 
Tomas Satoransky had 17 
points. 

THUNDER 126, GRIZZLIES 122 
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — 

Dennis Schroder scored 31 
points, and Oklahoma City 
overcame a 24-point defi¬ 
cit and beat Memphis. 
Danilo Gallinari and Shai 
Gilgeous-Alexander each 
scored 20 points and Chris 
Paul added 18 for the Thun¬ 
der, who rallied from 26 
points down to beat the 
Chicago Bulls on Monday. 
Brandon Clarke scored 27 
points, Jonas Valanciunas 
scored 24 and Ja Morant 
added 22 for the Grizzlies. 
NUGGETS 113, MAGIC 104 
DENVER (AP) — Jamal Mur¬ 
ray and Paul Millsap helped 
fuel a 24-0 run in the third 
quarter and Denver rallied 
to beat Orlando for the 
eighth straight time. 

Murray finished with 33 
points, including 13 in the 
pivotal third quarter. Millsap 


scored 14 of his 15 points 
during the third in his return 
from a strained quadriceps. 
Trailing 69-50 with 9:18 left 
in the third, the Nuggets 
stormed back as they held 
the Magic scoreless for 
more than six minutes. 
Nikola Jokic added 18 
points, 12 assists and nine 
rebounds. 

Nikola Vucevic scored 20 
for the Magic, while D.J. 
Augustin added 18. 

CELTICS 109, MAVERICKS 
103 

DALLAS (AP) — Kemba 
Walker scored 32 points 
and Jaylen Brown had 26 
as Boston beat Dallas. 
Jayson Tatum added 24 
points to help Boston pre¬ 
vail on a night when both 
teams were missing key 
players and struggled to 
shoot 40% from the field. 
The Celtics held the Mavs 
15 points below their sea¬ 
son average, including 
a Dallas season-low 18 in 
the third quarter, with Luka 
Doncic's absence felt more 
than in Dallas' win Monday 
over Milwaukee. 

Doncic sat out his second 
straight game for the Mav¬ 
ericks with a right ankle 
sprain, while Boston was 
without Gordon Hayward 
(left foot soreness) and 
Marcus Smart (left eye in¬ 
fection). 

Kristaps Porzingis led Dal¬ 
las with 23 points and 13 
rebounds but fouled out in 
the final minute. Seth Curry 
added 20 points. 

TRAIL BLAZERS 122, WAR¬ 
RIORS 112 

PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) — 

Damian Lillard had 31 
points and a season-high 
13 assists, Hassan White- 
side grabbed 23 rebounds 
and Portland beat Golden 
State. 

CJ McCollum scored 30 
points and Carmelo Antho¬ 
ny added 17 for Portland. 
Whiteside also scored 16 
points. 

D'Angelo Russell led Gold¬ 
en State with 26 points and 
seven assists. 

Lillard set the tone in the 
first quarter. Going against 
the team he grew up root¬ 
ing for, Lillard had 16 points 
and five assists in the open¬ 
ing quarter to help the Blaz¬ 
ers build a 40-29 halftime 
lead.Q 
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Hockey player 
accepts team 
employee's 
apology for blackface 


By JOHN WAWROW 
AP Sports Writer 

A Nigerian-born hockey 
player has accepted the 
apology of a minor league 
equipment manager who 
wore blackface to the 
team's Halloween party in 
2011 . 

Akim Aliu also requested 
that the manager, Tony 
Deynzer, not lose his job 
over the incident, one of 
multiple examples of rac¬ 
ism in the sport that Aliu has 
brought to light in recent 
weeks.In a joint statement 
released Tuesday, Aliu 
and the American Hockey 
League’s Colorado Eagles 
said the two sides have 
had "candid discussions" 
over what happened and 
have agreed to work col- 
laboratively to promote di¬ 
versity and inclusiveness. 
Aliu first made headlines 
late last month when he 
went public in alleging for¬ 
mer Calgary Flames coach 
Bill Peters directed racial 
slurs at him while the two 
were in the minors 10 years 
ago. The allegations, which 
the coach acknowledged 
in a written apology, led to 
Peters' resignation. 

Last week, Aliu revealed 
to The Wall Street Journal 
that Deynzer dressed up 
in blackface while wear¬ 
ing an Afro-style wig and 
a custom-made Eagles 
jersey with Aliu's number 
and nickname "DREAMER" 
printed on the back. Aliu 
also provided photographs 
of him posing with Deynzer. 
Aliu requested to be trad¬ 
ed shortly after the party, 
and played only 10 games 
with the Eagles. 

"I have accepted the apol¬ 
ogy by the Eagles and by 
Mr. Deynzer," said Aliu, a 
30-year-old who grew up 
outside Toronto and spent 
most of his career playing 
in the minors and Europe. 

"I believe we must confront 
racism head-on. I believe 
the time for big positive 
change in the sport has ar¬ 
rived and that this moment 
can be used to promote 
diversity, inclusiveness and 


safety in the sport and our 
community." 

The Eagles, who are the 
Colorado Avalanche's 
minor-league affiliate, 
placed Deynzer on admin¬ 
istrative leave and publicly 
apologized to Aliu. 

Team owner Martin Lind 
said he has since spoken 
with Aliu on several occa¬ 
sions, and called Deynzer's 
actions an "unacceptable 
racist incident." 

"It is very apparent that 
Akim's heart for the human 
being is far greater and far 
outweighs any grievance 
from the past," Lind said. 
"Listening to Akim was both 
emotional and inspira¬ 
tional, and a very moving 
moment in my career," he 
added. 

"I let him know how sorry 
we were as an organiza¬ 
tion and how it in no way 
reflected our values." 

The allegations by Akim 
prompted the NHL to move 
swiftly by strengthening its 
personnel conduct policies 
involving racism and bully¬ 
ing during its board of gov¬ 
ernors meetings last week. 
"Inclusion and diversity are 
not simply buzz words. They 
are foundational principles 
of the NHL," league com¬ 
missioner Gary Bettman 
said. "Our message is un¬ 
equivocal: We will not tol¬ 
erate abusive behavior of 
any kind." 

After the issues with Peters 
emerged, Chicago Black- 
hawks assistant coach 
Marc Crawford was ac¬ 
cused of physical and 
verbal abuse by several 
players, and the team an¬ 
nounced Monday he will 
remain suspended until 
Jan. 2 before resuming his 
duties.Q 
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Anaheim Ducks goaltender Ryan Miller (30) fends off New Jersey Devils center Nico Hischier 
(13) and right wing Kyle Palmieri (21) with help from Ducks center Sam Steel (34) during the 
third period of an NHL hockey game Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2019, in Newark, N.J. The Devils 
won 3-1. 

Associated Press 

Hischier, Palmieri help Devils 
win 1st game post-Hall 


By TOM CANAVAN 
AP Sports Writer 

NEWARK, N.J. (AP) — The New Jersey 
Devils' decision to trade 2018 MVP Tay¬ 
lor Hall to Arizona has put pressure on 
other players to step up and lead the 
team. 

In their first game since Monday's trade. 
Hall's former linemates Nico Hischier and 
Kyle Palmieri answered the call. 

Hischier and Palmeiri scored second- 
period goals and the Devils beat the 
Anaheim Ducks 3-1 on Wednesday 
night, giving them consecutive wins for 
only the fourth time this disappointing 
season. 

"I think it's for the young guys coming up, 
it's those close games and finding ways 
to win or finding ways to close them out," 
Palmieri said. 'Tonight, finding a way to 
come from behind and find a lead go¬ 
ing into the third and come out there 
and keep playing on our toes. They had 
a couple looks but we held the fort." 
Sami Vatanen also scored and Mack¬ 
enzie Blackwood made 26 saves as the 
Devils gave interim coach Alain Nasred- 
dine his second straight win. 

Adam Henrique scored against his for¬ 
mer team for the Ducks, who squan¬ 
dered an early 1-0 lead in losing to New 
Jersey for the first time in four games. 
Ryan Miller had 17 saves as Anaheim 
lost its second straight on a four-game 
East Coast trip. 

"Obviously you get a good start and 
get a lead and go from there," Hen¬ 
rique saud. "We have to find a way to 
get that next one. That’s the key right 
now. We are having a hard time to get 
two and three and put out foot on the 
throat of the other team. That's an area 
that has to improve." 


Anaheim defenseman Michael Del 
Zotto had a hand in the Devils' goals. 
He had a giveaway on Hischier's goal 
early in the second period and was in 
the penalty box for interference when 
Palmieri gave New Jersey a 2-1 lead at 
11:29 of the second. 

The journeyman defenseman lost a 
battle with No. 1 overall draft pick Jack 
Hughes in the corner early in the third 
period, leading to Vatenen's goal and 
a 3-1 lead. 

Henrique gave Anaheim the lead, cap¬ 
ping a 2-on-none with Ondrej Kase 3:33 
after the opening faceoff. 

The tide changed early in the second 
period when Del Zotto misplayed a 
puck sent around the boards. It deflect¬ 
ed toward the net, where Jesper Bratt 
got the puck and found Hischier for a 
shot low in the right circle at 1:28. 

Bratt is Hall's replacement at left wing 
on the line center by Hischier. Palmieri is 
on the right side. 

"I feel comfortable playing with (Bratt)," 
Hischier said. "I came in with him in this 
league and have played a lot of games 
already with him. He's a great playmak- 
er who can score, so it's a lot of fun to 
play with him." 

Palmieri got his 13th of the season in the 
closing seconds of the penalty against 
Del Zotto. He made a toe-drag move 
on defenseman Cam Fowler and beat 
the screened goaltender from the right 
circle. 

Vatanen extended the margin to two 
goals with a tally against his former 
team, and Blackwood made the lead 
standing up, making 11 saves in the final 
20 minutes in giving New Jersey its first 
home win since Nov. 23 against Detroit. 
Blackwood negated the effort. Q 
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Russia plans to file appeal against Olympic ban 



This May 24, 2016 file photo shows a RUSADA sign that reads: "Russian National Anti-doping 
Agency" on a building in Moscow, Russia. 

Associated Press 


MOSCOW (AP) — Russia 
has signaled it will file an 
appeal against its four- 
year Olympic ban due to 
World Anti-Doping Agency 
sanctions which President 
Vladimir Putin on Thursday 
branded "unfair." 

The Russian anti-doping 
agency's supervisory board 
voted Thursday to file an 
arbitration case with the 
Court of Arbitration for 
Sport (CAS) in Switzerland. 
WADA last week ruled Rus¬ 
sia had manipulated dop¬ 
ing laboratory data to cov¬ 
er up past offenses. 

Putin said it was not fair to 
threaten Russia with more 
doping-related punish¬ 
ment, and that any sanc¬ 
tions should be on an in¬ 
dividual basis. "I think it is 
not just unfair but not cor¬ 
responding to common 
sense and law," Putin said. 
The case will likely be re¬ 
ferred to CAS within the 
next 10-15 days, supervisory 
board chairman Alexander 
Ivlev said. After a panel of 
three CAS arbitrators is cho¬ 
sen, a verdict will be issued 
within three months. 

"The ball will be in WADA's 
court and the issue will be 
discussed in a legal con¬ 
text," Ivlev said. "We consid¬ 
er the argumentation to be 
fairly strong and we will see 
how the issue develops." 
Thursday's decision must be 
approved by another pan¬ 
el of Russian sports and an¬ 
ti-doping figures, but that 
seems a formality. 

Most of the panel's mem¬ 
bers, including the Russian 
Olympic Committee and 


Russian Paralympic Com¬ 
mittee, have said they 
want an appeal. Sports of¬ 
ficials are likely to have sub¬ 
stantial influence over how 
the case is argued and 
the hiring of lawyers, rather 
than leaving it in the hands 
of Russian anti-doping 
agency CEO Yuri Ganus. 
He is a frequent critic of top 
officials and has said the 
appeal has little chance of 
success. 

Senior political figures in¬ 
cluding Putin had also sig¬ 
naled they wanted an ap¬ 
peal filed. 

"We need to wait calmly for 
the relevant rulings, includ¬ 
ing the arbitration court 
ruling and we'll know what 
position we're in," Putin said 
Thursday. "Russian athletes 
have been training and will 
keep training for all com¬ 
petitions." 


The WADA sanctions, an¬ 
nounced last week, ban 
the use of the Russian team 
name, flag or anthem at a 
range of major sports com¬ 
petitions over the next four 
years, including next year's 
Olympics and the 2022 soc¬ 
cer World Cup. 

However, Russian athletes 
will be allowed to compete 
as neutrals if they pass a 
vetting process which ex¬ 
amines their history of drug 
testing, and possible in¬ 
volvement in cover-ups at 
the lab. 

That has prompted anger 
from some Western ath¬ 
letes and organizations like 
the United States Anti-Dop¬ 
ing Agency, which wanted 
a blanket ban on Russian 
athletes. 

USADA chief executive Tra¬ 
vis Tygart said he wasn't 
surprised by Russia's plans 


to appeal and said it was 
another example of the 
country refusing to take 
responsibility for its doping 
program. 

"Yet again, they deny ac¬ 
countability and continue 
to waste precious and lim¬ 
ited resources in an effort 
to weasel out of the conse¬ 
quences, all the while leav¬ 
ing clean athletes of the 
world without justice or clar¬ 
ity on their path forward," 
Tygart said in a statement. 
"Let's hope CAS has the in¬ 
dependence and courage 
to see through these mach¬ 
inations and finally stand 
firm and take decisive ac¬ 
tion that puts in place a 
complete ban, which is al¬ 
lowed for and proportional 
to the intentional fraud, de¬ 
ception, and destruction 
of clean athletes and the 
Olympic values seen here." 


Putin added that WADA's 
recommended four-year 
ban on Russia hosting major 
sports competitions would 
have little effect, pointing 
to the 2022 men's volleyball 
world championships as 
an event Russia intends to 
keep. 

WADA demands events 
are moved unless it's "legal¬ 
ly or practically impossible" 
to do so, which could cre¬ 
ate a loophole for event 
organizers who don't want 
to break financial commit¬ 
ments. 

That ban already doesn't 
apply to next year's Euro¬ 
pean Championship soc¬ 
cer games in St. Petersburg 
or the 2021 Champions 
League final, both of which 
are exempt because 
they're continental, not 
world, championships. 
Russia handed over the 
lab's doping data archive 
in January in return for hav¬ 
ing earlier sanctions lifted in 
2018. WADA investigators 
found evidence that Russia 
was intensively editing the 
data in the weeks before 
the handover to remove 
signs of failed drug tests. 
WADA said it found fake 
messages spliced into chat 
logs in an apparent at¬ 
tempt to smear former lab 
director Grigory Rodchen- 
kov, who's become a key 
witness for WADA since 
leaving Russia. 

Russia has produced its 
own report arguing that 
any editing was the result 
of illicit changes made from 
abroad, or the instability of 
the lab software. □ 


Shiffrin will skip World Cup races in France to rest, train 


VAL D'ISERE, France (AP) — 

Mikaela Shiffrin is starting 
her Christmas racing break 
early by skipping a World 
Cup meeting in France this 
weekend. 

After sitting out a training 
run Thursday ahead of a 
downhill scheduled Sat¬ 
urday, the three-time de¬ 
fending overall World Cup 
champion said she will now 
focus on preparing for Dec. 
28-29 races in Austria. 

"I was pretty excited, really 
— and it would have been 
the first time that I made 
that schedule work ... but 


I have to get some work 
done now, so Merry Christ¬ 
mas and see you in Lienz!" 
Shiffrin wrote on her Twitter 
account. 

Shiffrin would typically 
score well in the Alpine 
combined event, which 
includes a run of her best 
discipline slalom, sched¬ 
uled Sunday at Val d'lsere. 
Her downhill form has been 
good with runner-up and 
10th place finishes this sea¬ 
son. 

However, before the races 
are two days of downhill 
training runs that carry risk 


and burn energy — more 
so in a packed week that 
included a rare Tuesday 
race, a giant slalom at 
nearby Courchevel. 
Instead, she will train for 
slalom, and the giant sla¬ 
lom in which she is Olympic 
champion. 

Shiffrin wrote Tuesday after 
placing 17th, her lowest- 
scoring race this season, 
that she would reassess her 
schedule. She also opted 
not to race in parallel sla¬ 
lom last Sunday at St. Moritz 
despite winning that event 
in Switzerland last season.Q 



United States' Mikaela Shiffrin enters the finish area of an alpine 
ski, women's World Cup giant slalom in Courchevel, France, 
Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2019. 

Associated Press 
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Spain's Rafael Nadal holds the tournament's best player award 
after Spain defeated Canada in the Davis Cup final in Madrid, 
Spain, Sunday, Nov. 24, 2019. 

Associated Press 


Nadal wins ATP 


sportsmanship award, 
Murray comeback player 


LONDON (AP) — Rafael 
Nadal won his second 
consecutive Stefan Ed- 
berg Sportsmanship Award 
and third overall Thursday, 
based on voting by other 
players, while Andy Murray 
was chosen the ATP's 2019 
comeback player of the 
year. 

Murray, a three-time Grand 
Slam champion and for¬ 
mer No. 1, said in January 
he thought he would retire 
this season because of a 
bad hip. But he wound up 
having a second operation 
and returned to the tour, 
winning a singles title and a 
doubles title. 

Other honorees from the 
men's tour included U.S. 
Open semifinalist Matteo 
Berrettini, chosen as most 


improved player after ris¬ 
ing to No. 8 in the rank¬ 
ings from No. 54; 18-year- 
old Jannik Sinner, picked 
as newcomer of the year; 
and Gilles Cervara, who 
earned coach of the year 
honors after helping Daniil 
Medvedev reach nine fi¬ 
nals, including a runner-up 
finish to Nadal at Flushing 
Meadows. 

Kevin Anderson received 
the Arthur Ashe Humanitar¬ 
ian Award. 

The International Ten¬ 
nis Federation also an¬ 
nounced its year-end 
awards Thursday, with 
year-end No. Is Nadal and 
Ash Barty named ITF World 
Champions. 

It's Nadal's fourth selection, 
Barty's first.Q 


Boise State head coach Bryan Harsin poses alongside showgirl Jennifer Autry ahead of the Las 
Vegas Bowl NCAA college football game in Las Vegas, Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2019. 

Associated Press 

Watch every bowl? 


Continued from Page 17 

New Mexico Bowl 
Albuquerque 

Central Michigan vs. San 
Diego State, 2 p.m. (ESPN) 
Line: San Diego State minus 

3.5. Why watch? You are 
that rare Florida fan who 
thought Jim McElwain, now 
coaching at CMU, really 
got a raw deal in Gaines¬ 
ville, and you want to root 
him on to a bowl victory. 
Pick: SAN DIEGO STATE 20- 
16 . 

Cure Bowl 
Orlando, Florida 
Liberty vs. Georgia South¬ 
ern, 2:30 p.m. (CBSSN) 

Line: Georgia Southern mi¬ 
nus 5. 

Why watch? Remember 
when Liberty coach Hugh 
Freeze began the season 
coaching from a hospital 
bed? Tune in to find out 
how he's doing. 

Pick: GEORGIA SOUTHERN 
21-19. 

Boca Raton (Florida) Bowl 
SMU vs. FAU, 3:30 p.m. 
(ABC) 

Line: SMU minus 3. 

Why watch? The program 
that survived the NCAA 
death penalty vs. the pro¬ 
gram that survived Lane 
Kiffin. 

Pick: SMU 35-30. 

Camellia Bowl 
Montgomery, Alabama 
Fill vs. Arkansas State, 5:30 
p.m. (ESPN) 

Line: Arkansas State minus 

2.5. 

Why watch? FIU gave up 
50 points to Middle Tennes¬ 
see and then beat Miami 


for the biggest victory in 
program history. How does 
that happen? 

Pick: ARKANSAS STATE 31- 
27. 

Las Vegas Bowl 

Boise State vs. Washington, 

7:30 p.m. (ABC) 

Line: Washington minus 3.5. 
Why watch? Chris Peters¬ 
en’s final game before 
stepping down as Washing¬ 
ton coach comes against 
his former team. Should 
be a quality sendoff for 
one of the most successful 
coaches of the past two 
decades. 

Pick: WASHINGTON 27-21. 

New Orleans Bowl 

UAB vs. Appalachian State, 

9 p.m. (ESPN) 

Line: Appalachian State 
minus 17. 

Why watch? App State 
beat two Power Five teams 
and probably deserves bet¬ 
ter than the New Orleans 
Bowl. The least you could 
do is watch the Mountain¬ 
eers try to wrap up a 13-win 
season. 

Pick: APP STATE 35-14. 

Monday, Dec. 23 

Gasparilla Bowl 

Tampa, Florida 

UCF vs. Marshall, 2:30 p.m. 

(ESPN) 

Line: UCF minus 17. 

Why watch? Remember 
when UCF was a big deal? 
Ahh, those were the days. 
Pick: UCF 38-17. 

Tuesday, Dec. 24 
Hawaii Bowl 
Honolulu 

BYU vs. Hawaii, 8 p.m. 


(ESPN) 

Line: BYU minus 1.5. 

Why watch? When you're 
putting together that bi¬ 
cycle you got your kid for 
Christmas, the Hawaii Bowl 
can distract you from wor¬ 
rying about all those “ex¬ 
tra” parts. 

Pick: BYU 24-21. 

Thursday, Dec. 26 
Independence Bowl 
Shreveport, Louisiana 
Miami vs. Louisiana Tech, 4 

p.m. (ESPN) 

Line: Miami minus 6.5. 

Why watch? At some point, 
the 6-6 Hurricanes will break 
out the Turnover Chain ... 
in Shreveport .... against a 
Conference USA team ... 
without a shred of irony or 
self awareness. 

Pick: MIAMI 28-20. 

Quick Lane Bowl 
Detroit 

Pittsburgh vs. Eastern Michi¬ 
gan, 8 p.m. (ESPN) 

Line: Pitt minus 11.5. 

Why watch? Feeling bloat¬ 
ed and weary the day af¬ 
ter Christmas? Have we got 
a bowl game for you. 

Pick: Pin 35-17. 

Friday, Dec. 27 
Military Bowl 
Annapolis, Md. 

North Carolina vs. Temple, 

Noon (ESPN) 

Line: North Carolina minus 
5. 

Why watch? Catch the 
best freshman quarterback 
in the country: Sam Howell 
of the Tar Heels threw for 
3,347 yards and 35 touch¬ 
downs. a 


FIFA rankings: WCup 
host Qatar rises to 
No. 55, Belgium top 

ZURICH (AP) — Qatar made the biggest move up 
FIFA's world rankings in 2019, driven by winning the 
Asian Cup. 

FIFA's year-end rankings published Thursday put Bel¬ 
gium at No. 1 for the second straight year. 

Qatar kicked off at the Asian Cup in January as the 
world No. 93 team, and jumped 38 places to No. 55 
after beating Japan in the final. 

The 2022 World Cup host has maintained the same 
place through a year that included playing as an in¬ 
vited team at the Copa America and in qualifying 
games for the 2023 Asian Cup. 

Qatar, which never qualified for any previous World 
Cup, is ranked higher than the previous host Russia 
was, at No. 70, when that tournament kicked off in 
June 2018. Russia outperformed expectations by 
reaching the quarterfinalsQ 
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Why some cities and states balk at face recognition tech 


Whitfield, told the city's po- A review of the industry's the legal, ethical and pub- 
lice commissioner, Cheryl leading facial recognition licity risks of a technology 
Clapprood, who is white, algorithms by the National that is facing backlash from 


* 



In this Thursday, Oct. 17, 2019 photo, a video surveillance camera hangs on a pole outside City 
Hall in Springfield, Mass. 

Associated Press 


By MATT O'BRIEN 
AP Technology Writer 
SPRINGFIELD, Mass. (AP) 

— Police departments 
around the U.S. are asking 
citizens to trust them to use 
facial recognition software 
as another handy tool in 
their crime-fighting tool¬ 
box. But some lawmakers 

— and even some technol¬ 
ogy giants — are hitting the 
brakes. 

Are fears of an all-seeing, 
artificially intelligent security 
apparatus overblown? Not 
if you look at China, where 
advancements in com¬ 
puter vision applied to vast 
networks of street cameras 
have enabled authorities 
to track members of ethnic 
minority groups for signs of 
subversive behavior. 
American police officials 
and their video surveillance 
industry partners contend 
that won't happen here. 
They are pushing back 
against a movement by 
cities, states and federal 
legislators to ban or curtail 
the technology's use. And 
the efforts aren't confined 
to typical bastions of liberal 
activism that enacted bans 
this year: San Francisco, 
Oakland, Berkeley and the 
Boston suburbs of Somer¬ 
ville and Brookline. 

Take the western Massa¬ 
chusetts city of Springfield, 
a former manufacturing 
hub where a majority of 
the 155,000 residents are 
Latino or black, and where 
police brutality and mis¬ 
conduct lawsuits have cost 
the city millions of dollars. 
Springfield police say they 
have no plans to deploy 
facial recognition systems, 
but some city councilors 
are moving to block any fu¬ 
ture government use of the 
technology anyway. 

At an October hearing on 
the subject, Springfield City 
Councilor Orlando Ramos 
said he doesn't want to 
take any chances. "It would 
only lead to more racial dis¬ 
crimination and racial pro¬ 
filing," he said, citing stud¬ 
ies that found higher error 
rates for facial recognition 
software used to identify 
women and people with 
darker skin tones. 

"I'm a black woman and 
I'm dark," another Spring- 
field councilor, Tracye 


"I cannot approve some¬ 
thing that's going to target 
me more than it will target 
you." 

Clapprood defended the 
technology and asked the 
council to trust her to pur¬ 
sue it carefully. "The facial 
recognition technology 
does not come along and 
drop a net from the sky and 
carry you off to prison," she 
said, noting that it could 
serve as a useful investiga¬ 
tive tool by flagging want¬ 
ed suspects. 

The council hasn't yet act¬ 
ed, and the Springfield 
mayor has threatened to 
veto the proposal that Ra¬ 
mos plans to re-introduce in 
January. 

Similar debates across the 
country are highlighting ra¬ 
cial concerns and dueling 
interpretations of the tech¬ 
nology's accuracy. 

"I wish our leadership would 
look at the science and not 
at the hysteria," said Lan¬ 
caster, California, Mayor R. 
Rex Parris, whose city north 
of Los Angeles is working 
to install more than 10,000 
streetlight cameras Parris 
says could monitor known 
pedophiles and gang 
members. "There are ways 
to build in safeguards." 
Research suggests that fa¬ 
cial recognition systems 
can be accurate, at least 
under ideal conditions. 


Institute of Standards and 
Technology found they 
were more than 99% ac¬ 
curate when matching 
high-quality head shots to 
a database of other frontal 
poses. 

But trying to identify a face 
from a video feed — a po¬ 
tentially useful technique 
for detectives — can cause 
accuracy rates to plunge. 
NIST found that recognition 
accuracy could fall below 
10% when using ceiling- 
mounted cameras com¬ 
monly found in stores and 
government buildings. 

The agency hasn't studied 
the performance of facial 
recognition on body cam¬ 
era footage, although ex¬ 
perts generally believe that 
its often-jumpy video will 
render the technique even 
less reliable. 

In October, California Gov. 
Gavin Newsom signed a 
temporary ban on police 
departments using facial 
recognition with body 
cameras. Some other states 
have similar restrictions. 
While California's three- 
year moratorium was op¬ 
posed by law enforcement 
groups, companies that 
provide video-surveillance 
equipment have mostly 
reacted with shrugs. Many 
businesses were already 
moving carefully before 
subjecting themselves to 


privacy, civil liberties and 
racial justice advocates, 
not to mention bipartisan 
concern in Congress. 

Axon, which supplies body- 
worn cameras to most of 
California's big cities and 
is the biggest provider na¬ 
tionwide, had already 
formed an Al ethics board 
of outside experts that con¬ 
cluded facial recognition 
technology isn't yet reliable 
enough to justify its use on 
police cameras. False iden¬ 
tification could lead some¬ 
one to be hurt or killed, said 
Axon CEO Rick Smith. 

Even if facial recognition 
software was perfectly ac¬ 
curate, Smith said in an in¬ 
terview, the ability to track 
people's whereabouts rais¬ 
es constitutional and priva¬ 
cy concerns. "Do we want 
everybody who walks near 
a police officer to get their 
face identified and logged 
in a database?" he said. 
Microsoft last year turned 
down an unnamed Califor¬ 
nia police agency's request 
to equip all police cars and 
body cameras with Mi¬ 
crosoft's facial recognition 
software, the company's 
president and chief legal 
officer Brad Smith wrote in 
a new book on tech policy. 
He said police wanted to 
match a photo of anyone 
pulled over, even routinely, 
against a database of sus¬ 


pects for other crimes. 

Smith said the technology 
would wrongly identify too 
many people, especially 
women and people of 
color. The executive has 
warned that unregulated 
facial recognition could un¬ 
leash "mass surveillance on 
an unprecedented scale," 
though he's opposed to an 
outright ban. Microsoft in 
November hired an attor¬ 
ney to speak out against a 
proposed ban in Portland, 
Maine. 

Other companies including 
Amazon, which markets a 
face identification system 
called Rekognition to law 
enforcement, have shown 
fewer qualms about selling 
their technology to police. 
Some law enforcement 
agencies feed images 
from video surveillance into 
software that can search 
government databases or 
social media for a possible 
match. 

Todd Pastorini, general 
manager at biometric fo¬ 
rensics company Data- 
Works Plus, said it's impor¬ 
tant to distinguish between 
real-time crowd surveil¬ 
lance — which is rare in the 
U.S. — and the "extremely 
effective" method of run¬ 
ning images through a pool 
of known police mugshots 
or driver's license photos to 
help identify a suspect. 
"Society and the public are 
going to get frustrated" if 
governments block law en¬ 
forcement from adopting a 
technology that keeps im¬ 
proving, he said. 

Among his South Carolina 
company's biggest face¬ 
matching clients are De¬ 
troit and New York City, the 
latter of which first adopted 
facial recognition in 2011 
and also uses software from 
French company Idemia. 
"I'd absolutely be op¬ 
posed to a ban," New York 
City Police Commissioner 
James O'Neill told reporters 
this fall. 

O'Neill, who retired in early 
December, added that fa¬ 
cial recognition hits are just 
one part of an investiga¬ 
tion. 

"There is so much video in 
New York City today that to 
not use facial recognition 
would be irresponsible," he 
said.Q 
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After ebullient 2019, Wall Street warns of slower road ahead 



In this Aug. 7, 2019, file photo trader John Romolo works on the floor of the New York Stock Ex¬ 
change. 

Associated Press 


By STAN CHOE 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — After a 
year of nirvana, investors 
may need to get ready for 
something a little more nor¬ 
mal. 

Markets are coming off 
a fabulous 2019, where 
stocks and bonds around 
the world climbed in con¬ 
cert. But for the next year 

— and decade, in fact — 
Wall Street is telling inves¬ 
tors to set their expecta¬ 
tions considerably lower. 

It's not calling for another 
crash like the U.S. stock 
market suffered just over 
a decade ago. Or for an¬ 
other run like the last 10 
years, where the S&P 500 
returned more than 13% 
on an annualized basis. A 
gain less than half of that 
may be more likely, both 
for next year and annually 
for the coming decade. 
"People need to have a 
more realistic expectation 
of what returns are going 
to be," said Greg Davis, 
chief investment officer at 
Vanguard. "That means in¬ 
vestors who are saving for 
retirement or for college 
education will likely need 
to set aside more, because 
returns won't be as gener¬ 
ous as what we've seen 
over the last decade." 

It's not because Wall Street 
sees the U.S. economy fall¬ 
ing into a recession, at least 
not in 2020, even though 
that's been a recurring fear 
for much of the last de¬ 
cade. Much of Wall Street 
expects the economy to 
chug modestly higher next 
year. 

Instead, it's a simple matter 
of math. Stocks and bonds 
don't have as much room 
to rise after their stellar 
2019, analysts say. Starting 
points matter, and invest¬ 
ments began this year at 
a low point after recession 
worries pounded markets 
in December 2018. U.S. 
stocks will start 2020, mean¬ 
while, close to their highest 
levels ever. 

Plus, one of the biggest 
reasons for this past year's 
stellar returns — a major 
about-face by the Federal 
Reserve to cut interest rates 

— can't happen again. 
WHY WAS 2019 SO GOOD? 
Coming into this year, the 


mood in markets was one 
of fear. 

The S&P 500 had tumbled 
19.8% between Sept. 20, 
2018 and Dec. 24, 2018. 
Investors were worried 
that the Federal Reserve 
was raising interest rates 
too far and too fast and 
could cause a recession. 
President Donald Trump's 
trade war with China was 
also threatening economic 
growth. 

But markets relaxed shortly 
after the calendar flipped, 
when Fed Chairman Je¬ 
rome Powell pledged on 
Jan. 4 to be "patient." In¬ 
vestors took that to mean 
the Fed would stop raising 
interest rates. Later in the 
summer, the Fed would go 
even further and cut rates 
three times to shield the 
economy from the effects 
of trade tensions and slow¬ 
ing economies abroad. 
They were the first rate cuts 
in more than a decade, 
and the sharp reversal in 
Fed policy helped relieve 
investors' anxiety about a 
potential recession. Low¬ 
er rates make borrowing 
cheaper and help indus¬ 
tries like housing and autos 
in particular, where cus¬ 
tomers typically have to 
borrow to buy. 

Lower rates also mean 
bonds pay less in interest, 
which in turn makes the 
dividends paid by stocks 
more attractive to income¬ 


seeking investors. Low rates 
helped stock prices rise in 
2019 even as profits fell for 
many big U.S. companies. 
Along with the Fed, give 
credit for the resilient econ¬ 
omy to U.S. households, 
which kept spending even 
when uncertainty about 
trade pushed CEOs to hold 
off on their own invest¬ 
ments. "The greatest asset 
in the economy is the con¬ 
sumer, and the U.S. con¬ 
sumer continues to be on 
strong footing," said Mike 
Dowdall, investment strat¬ 
egist at BMO Global Asset 
Management. 

WHAT'S AHEAD FOR 2020 
Heading into 2020, the 
mood is much more giddy, 
but Wall Street is trying to 
rein in expectations. 
Vanguard forecasts U.S. 
stocks will return 3.5% to 
5.5% annually over the 
coming decade. Even to¬ 
ward the top end of that 
range, it’s only half what 
the market has returned 


historically. Foreign stocks 
might offer a bit more, at 
roughly 7.5% annually, but 
U.S. bonds look set to offer 
only 2% or 3% annually over 
the next decade, accord¬ 
ing to Vanguard. 

Of course, any prediction 
about where investments 
will end up is only a guess, 
no matter how educated. 
Many on Wall Street came 
into this year expecting 
only modest returns given 
all the worries about inter¬ 
est rates and a possible 
recession. Now, the S&P 
500 is about to close out 
its second-best year of the 
last two decades. 

But for bonds, the reasons 
for lower expected returns 
are easy to see. Bonds 
pay much less in interest 
than one or 10 years ago. 
The 10-year Treasury now 
has a yield of 1.93 %, ver¬ 
sus 2.82% a year ago and 
3.54 % a decade ago. For 
bonds to return more than 
their yields, rates will need 


to drop even lower. 

Some banks along Wall 
Street have relatively 
healthy expectations for 
stocks in 2020 — but few 
if any are calling for a re¬ 
peat of 2019's surge for 
the S&P 500, which was at 
27.6% as of Thursday morn¬ 
ing. Bank of America Merrill 
Lynch sees the index end¬ 
ing 2020 at 3,300, which 
would be a 3.2 % rise, for 
example. Goldman Sachs 
is more bullish, with a target 
of 3,400, but that would still 
be less than a quarter of 
this year's gain. 

Stocks are more expensive 
than a year ago on a host 
of different measures. One 
of the most commonly 
used is how a stock's price 
compares to its profit over 
the preceding year. By 
that measure, the S&P 500 
is trading at 20.9 times its 
earnings. That's more ex¬ 
pensive than at the start 
of the year, when it was 
at 16.5, or its average over 
the last two decades of 
17.7, according to FactSet. 
Low interest rates should 
help keep this price- 
earnings valuation high, 
analysts say. So will a U.S.- 
China trade conflict that's 
hopefully no longer ramp¬ 
ing higher, analysts say. 
The diminished threat of a 
recession should keep in¬ 
vestors willing to pay rela¬ 
tively high price-earnings 
ratios. But the threat of poli¬ 
cy changes in Washington, 
D.C., could act as a coun¬ 
terweight. □ 
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Mutts 




Blondie 



Mother Goose & Grimm 



Baby Blues 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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Tiger 

quadruplets 
in Berlin zoo 
treated for 
knee problems 
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Associated Press 
BERLIN (AP) — A Berlin zoo 
says four young Suma¬ 
tran tigers are undergoing 
treatment for knee prob¬ 
lems. 

The quadruplets were born 
in the summer of 2018 and 
as they started to develop, 
zookeepers noticed ab¬ 
normalities in the way the 
cubs ran, the Tierpark Berlin 
said Wednesday. 

That damage is now be¬ 
ing treated, and an expert 
team is to sit down in the 
new year to discuss long¬ 
term strategies to help the 
tigers. "We don't want to 
just rely on our own judge¬ 
ment. We will sit down with 
other experts," zoo manag¬ 
er Christian Kern said. "Ani¬ 
mal welfare is our top prior¬ 
ity." Aside from their knee 
problems, the animals - 
males Willi and Oscar and 
females Seri and Kiara - 
are doing well, exhibiting 
normal eating habits and 
playing with each other, 
according to the zoo. □ 


TIMESHARE FOR SALE 
Paradise Beach Villas 

IBRwk# 46 $8500 

Phase 2, 2nd floor 

Ocean/Pool View 

Contact: deleodoors@gmail.com 

(stateside)203-558-7592 

_212141 


Xiomara Are rids 

Editor in Chief 

Linda Reijnders 
(linda.raijncte rs@cspnv.wm] 

Liza Xoulman {Management assistant) 
Editors 
Richard Brooks 
Jeancarlo Trinidad 

Sales 

Linda Reijnders 
(lmda.reijnders@«pnuKm) 

Sulaika Croes 
Classifieds 
das5Jfied@c5prw.com 

Distribution and Collection 

accounting^ bondra. com 

Social / Website 

In an Luis Pinto 
Pilar Flores 

Columnists 

Anthony Croes 
Joris ZantvooFt 
Shan el la Panto phi et 
Steve Frantees 
Thais Franker 

Weststraal 22 
T: 582-7800 

E: n ews rubatodaY.co m 
W: wwwa rubatotiayxo m 
Q @arubatoday 


t«DAY BCNDIA 



CLASSIFIED !* 27 


FRIDAY 20 DECEMBER 2019 


Classifieds 


Halley Time Travel 


MarriottOceanClub 

For rent 2020. 

1- Br Oceanview $3K each 
from:03/22/20-03/29/20(3) 

:03/20/20-03/27/20(2) 

; 02/21/20-02/28/20(4) 

MarriottSurfClub Forsale 

Platinumseason 

2- BR OceanView $15,5K 
2-BR OceanSide $16,5K 

2- BR OceanFront $26K 

3- BR OceanView $28K 

MarriottSurfClub 

PlatinumPlus 
WK51 OceanView $39K 
WK52 OceanView $49K 
WK51&52 OceanFront 
$160K:bothweeks 

MarriottOceanClub 

PlatinumSeason 

1- BR OceanView $9K 

2- BR OceanView $16,5K 
2-BR OceanFront $26K 
GoldSeason 

1- BR OceanView $4K 

2- BR OceanView $9K 

ArubaDiviPhoenix 

2-BRPH WK49 &50 
building7/ 7thfloor 
32weeks on each $24K each 
2-BRPH WK #1 
building6 / 7 thfloor 
28weeks $30K 

ArubaDiviPhoenix 

2 BR WK 50 
building6/3rdfloor 
33weeks $22K 
1-BR/WK#2 
building8/groundfloor 
32weeksremain $16K 

DiviLinksGolf 

1-BRWK51 $12,5K 
Birdie 1 with 26 weeks 
2BRWK51 $24K 
Birdie 1 with 26 weeks 
'1-BR WK#1& 2 

Birdie 9 with 30 weeksremaining 
on each $10K each 
Studio WK#2 $7,5K 
eagle 3 with 23 weeks 
'1-BR WK#3 $9K 
eagle 3 with 23 weeks 

DiviVillage 

5th-floor building-C 
25weeks remain on each 
1-BR wk#1 $8,500 
Studio/wk#1 $7,500 


DiviLinksGolf 

2 BR/WK# 3 $22K 
Eagle 8 with 25 weeks 
DiviVillage 
studio/wk#1 $7K 
buildingC with 34 weeks 
La Cabana Beach Resort 
2BR E unit wk 49 /50ocean front 
grond floor $15 K each 

DutchVillage: 

studio wk#52 $7500 
17weeks 9 accelerated 

DiviLinksGolf 

$7,500 

Studio wk#1 building4 
24-weeks 8-accelerated 

DiviLinksGolf 

1-BR WK#4 $8K 
birdie-1 with 20 weeks 
studio/wk#5 $8,000 
birdie-4 with 28weeks 
EagleResorts 
3-BR wk#51 $25K 
1-BR wk#51&52 $25K 
bothweeks 


La CabanaBeachResort 

Thursday check-in 4thfloor 
studio wk#52/1 $7,5K each 
1-BR wk#52/1 $8,5K each 
1-BR wk#52 $8,5K 
La Cabana Beach 
Sunday check in 
1 BRwk49 
2sd floor $5,5 K 
1 BR wk 50 
3rd floor $5,5 K 

Renaissancesuites 

1-BR wk#49/50 $6,5K each 
3rdfloor pool/ocean view 

1- BR wk#51 $9K 
5thfloor/harborview 

CostaLinda 

2- BR wk#51/52 $120K both 
3rd floor pool/ocean view 

House Forsale 

TierraDelSolGolf 

3- BR , 2-Bath $520 K 
Ponton upscale houses close 
to town 

lOmin drive from major beaches 
4 BR , 2 bath , Pool, $370 K 

Le Vent 

*Condo near Eagle Beach 

3-BR, 2-Bath , $650 K 
propertyland (commercial) 

41,000 sq feet $60 ,per sq feet 
propertyland near town 
6000 sq feet $850 K 


Call: 630 1307 
Johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
facebookpage:resales&realty 



HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 
IMSAN 24 Hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 

Oranjestad: 

Centraal Tel. 585 8077 
San Nicolas: 

San Nicolas Tel. 584 5712 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 

Police 100 

Oranjestad 527 3140 

Noord 527 3200 

Sta. Cruz 527 2900 

San Nicolas 584 5000 

Police Tipline 11141 
Ambulancia 911 

Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 

TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 

TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 

American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



December 20 

Marella Explorer 2 
December 24 
Celebrity Summit 
Britannia / Braemar 

AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 

General Info 

Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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U.S. permits sale of cigarettes with 95% less nicotine 



This Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2019 photo shows a group of cigarettes in 


By MATTHEW PERRONE 
AP Health Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
health officials on Tuesday 
endorsed a type of ciga¬ 
rette that could help ease 
the addictive grip of smok¬ 
ing by delivering very low 
levels of nicotine. 

The Food and Drug Ad¬ 
ministration will allow 22nd 
Century Group to begin 
selling the first low-nicotine 
cigarettes reviewed by fed¬ 
eral health regulators. The 
products contain roughly 
95% less nicotine than stan¬ 
dard cigarettes, according 
to the FDA. 

Nicotine, which occurs 
naturally in tobacco plants, 
is the addictive chemi¬ 
cal that makes cigarettes, 
chew and related products 
so hard to quit. Past efforts 
to sell similar low-nicotine 
products have fallen flat. 
Regulators stressed that 
their ruling does not mean 
the new products are safer 
than regular cigarettes. The 
agency noted there are 
no safe tobacco products. 
Cigarettes cause cancer, 
lung disease, stroke and 
a number of other deadly 
diseases. 

But the agency's tobacco 


chief, Mitch Zeller, noted 
in a statement that 22nd 
Century Group's products 
are the first cigarettes to 
show the potential "to help 
reduce nicotine depen¬ 
dence among addicted 
smokers." 

The FDA is continuing to 
review a separate appli¬ 
cation from the company 
on whether the cigarettes 
present a reduced risk to 
smokers. 


The U.S. smoking rate has 
fallen to an all-time low of 
14% of adults, or roughly 
34 million Americans. But 
smoking remains the lead¬ 
ing cause of preventable 
disease and death in the 
U.S., responsible for some 
480,000 deaths annually 
Low-nicotine cigarettes are 
not a new idea. Philip Mor¬ 
ris experimented with sell¬ 
ing a line of them in the U.S. 
in the late 1980s, without 


New York. 

Associated Press 

much success. Since then, 
most low-nicotine ciga¬ 
rettes have been used for 
research purposes to study 
addiction in smokers. 
Kenneth Warner, a tobac¬ 
co expert at the Univer¬ 
sity of Michigan's school of 
public health, called the 
idea "good in concept," 
but said he would be "as¬ 
tonished if there's much of 
a market for this." 

There are several tech¬ 


niques for reducing nico¬ 
tine, including chemical ex¬ 
traction and cross-breed¬ 
ing plants. 

Williamsville, New York- 
based 22nd Century Group 
plans to sell its cigarettes 
under the brand name 
Moonlight, in regular and 
menthol flavor. 

Last year, the FDA began 
the process for regulat¬ 
ing nicotine in cigarettes 
to make them minimally 
or non-addictive. But the 
agency recently dropped 
the nicotine plan from its list 
of regulatory priorities. And 
tobacco companies have 
signaled their opposition. 
The FDA has sponsored 
several studies showing 
that when smokers switch 
to low-nicotine cigarettes 
they smoke less and are 
more likely to try quitting. 
The research was consid¬ 
ered pivotal to establishing 
that smokers won't com¬ 
pensate by smoking more 
cigarettes or inhaling more 
deeply if nicotine levels are 
low. That was sometimes 
the case with "light" and 
"low tar" cigarettes market¬ 
ed in decades past. Those 
products were banned as 
misleadingO 



This Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2019 photo shows a group of cigarettes in 
New York. 

Associated Press 



WHO sees tobacco drop among 
men, but vaping effects unclear 


By MIKE STOBBE 
AP Medical Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — World¬ 
wide, the number of men 
using traditional tobacco 
products has finally started 
to decline, health officials 
said Thursday. 

Four out of five tobacco 
users globally are men, 
so declines among males 
"mark a turning point in 
the fight against tobac¬ 
co," Dr. Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus, head of the 
World Health Organization, 
said in a statement. 

The agency's new report 
covers an array of tobacco 
use, including cigarettes, 
cigars and chewing tobac¬ 
co. 

But the WHO did not count 
electronic cigarettes as to¬ 
bacco products, and of¬ 
ficials could not say what 
impact the growing popu¬ 


larity of vaping devices has 
had in diverting people 
from traditional smoking. 
WHO officials said they 
plan to release a report on 
e-cigarette use early next 
year. 

Researchers previously re¬ 
ported declines in male 
and female smoking rates 
internationally, but the drop 
wasn't enough to offset the 
growth in world population. 
The number of female to¬ 
bacco users did shrink since 
2000, but the number of 
male tobacco users con¬ 
tinued to edge up, bringing 
the total to more than 1.3 
billion people. 

That appears to have 
changed last year, the 
agency said. 

And the WHO now esti¬ 
mates the number of male 
tobacco users will decline 
by more than 1 million next 


year and by 5 million by 
2025. 

The agency said the de¬ 
cline is driven mainly by a 
decrease in the number of 
males who exclusively use 
smokeless tobacco. 

The WHO report found 
that countries in southeast 
Asia had the world's high¬ 
est rates of tobacco use 
— 45% among males and 
females age 15 and older. 
But that percentage also 
is projected to decline, of¬ 
ficials said. 

In a call with reporters, the 
WHO's Dr. Alison Commar 
noted that smokeless to¬ 
bacco use was once com¬ 
mon among all women 
in India and some other 
Asian countries, but lately 
it's mainly seen only in older 
women. 

"It seems to be a dying tra¬ 
dition," she said. □ 
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Miss America to be crowned for the first time in Connecticut 



In this Thursday, Dec. 12, 2019, file photo, candidates for Miss America 2020 pose for a group 
photo during the official Arrival Ceremony for the Miss America 2.0 competition at Mohegan Sun. 

Associated Press 


By SUSAN HAIGH 
Associated Press 
UNCASVILLE, Conn. (AP) 

— Miss America will be 
crowned Thursday night for 
the first time at a Connecti¬ 
cut casino, marking the lat¬ 
est change to the nearly 
century-old contest that 
has recently undergone 
new leadership and a new 
direction. 

The competition, now 
dubbed “Miss America 2.0" 
and no longer referred to by 
organizers as a “pageant," 
had announced plans this 
summer to leave Atlantic 
City, New Jersey — for the 
second time in its history 

— and hold the multi-day 
event at the Mohegan Sun 
in Uncasville. Miss America 
also switched from ABC 
back to NBC to broadcast 
the glitzy finale to an esti¬ 
mated 4.5 million viewers. 
And for the first time, pre¬ 
liminary events and the fi¬ 
nale — held in Mohegan’s 
10,000-seat arena — are 
being streamed live on the 
NBC app. 

“We are looking forward 
to a fresh take on this his¬ 
toric competition that will 
showcase the incredible 
women vying for the job of 
Miss America 2020,” Regina 
Hopper, president & CEO 
of the Miss America Orga¬ 
nization, said in the July an¬ 


nouncement. 

For Mohegan Sun, it's been 
an opportunity to show¬ 
case the massive casino, 
entertainment and con¬ 
vention complex, located 
on an Indian reservation 
in suburban southeastern 
Connecticut, to a national 
audience. The Mohegan 
Sun name has been men¬ 
tioned prominently in NBC’s 
TV ads promoting the 
event, which is being held 


later in the year as part of 
NBC’s holiday program¬ 
ming. 

Hamilton said Mohegan Sun 
hopes it will be chosen to 
continue hosting the event, 
which is credited with filling 
up the casino's hotel rooms 
during a relatively slow time 
of year and attracting an 
estimated 15,000 visitors to 
the complex, which bills it¬ 
self as a destination resort 
in a Northeast casino mar¬ 


ket that has become more 
and more crowded in re¬ 
cent years. 

“I think as we try to grow 
group and event room- 
nights, hosting these large 
events has been a strate¬ 
gic initiative for us," he said. 
“Our goal is to host these 
large events which are go¬ 
ing to bring people to the 
property that might not 
have come.” 

Miss America organiz¬ 


ers and NBC have not yet 
agreed to a multi-year 
contract with the Con¬ 
necticut casino. A decision 
is expected in the coming 
months. 

Fifty-one women, repre¬ 
senting all 50 states and the 
District of Columbia, have 
spent the past week com¬ 
peting in different events 
for more than $300,000 
scholarship money, includ¬ 
ing talent exhibitions and 
interviews. Preliminary com¬ 
petitions were held Dec. 15 
and 16. The ultimate winner 
will be awarded a $50,000 
scholarship and “the job of 
Miss America,” succeed¬ 
ing 2019 Miss America 
Nia Franklin, a classically 
trained opera singer from 
New York who didn’t have 
to don a swimsuit to win the 
coveted crown. 

For the second year in a 
row, there will be no swim¬ 
suit or evening gown com¬ 
petitions, with organizers 
stressing that participants 
are not judged on out¬ 
ward physical appear¬ 
ance. Those events were 
replaced by onstage inter¬ 
views and opportunities for 
the women to discuss their 
personal achievements, 
life goals, talents and a 
planned “social impact 
initiative” as the 2020 Miss 
America. a 


Amy Winehouse exhibit to open at Grammy Museum 



In this Aug. 17, 2008 file photo, British singer Amy Winehouse 
performs at the V Festival in Chelmsford, Essex. 

Associated Press 


By MESFIN FEKADU 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — The first- 
ever Amy Winehouse ex¬ 
hibit in the United States will 
debut at the Grammy Mu¬ 
seum in Los Angeles next 
month. 

The Recording Academy 
told The Associated Press 
on Thursday that the late 
British singer’s popular out¬ 
fits — including her halter 
dress worn at her final stage 
performance in Belgrade 
in 2011 — never-before- 
seen handwritten lyrics and 
home video, journal entries 
and more from her family’s 
personal archive will make 
up “Beyond Black — The 
Style of Amy Winehouse.” 
The exhibit opens Jan. 17 
and will run through April 
13. Winehouse died July 
23, 2011, at her London 


home from accidental al¬ 
cohol poisoning at age 27. 
She only released two al¬ 
bums, “Frank" and “Back 
to Black," but had a tre¬ 
mendous impact on mu¬ 
sic fans and her peers, be¬ 
ing praised for her jazz-like 
vocals and honest lyrics. 


She won five Grammys at 
the 2008 show, which she 
couldn't attend because 
was rejected for a U.S. work 
visa. 

The singer, whose hits in¬ 
cluded “Rehab” and “You 
Know I’m No Good,” was 
also known for her distinc¬ 


tive look, including her 
beehive hairdo, cat eye¬ 
liner, ballet shoes, tattoos 
and more. 

“Amy always credited my 
mother, her grandmother 
Cynthia, as a major influ¬ 
ence, both stylistically — as 
she taught her the impor¬ 
tance of grooming and 
having a look — and musi¬ 
cally," the singer's father, 
Mitch Winehouse, said in 
a statement. “She liked 
to call me a ‘cab-driving 
Sinatra’ and her mother’s 
side of the family were also 
musicians. Amy not only 
brought her gift of music to 
the world, but also her fash¬ 
ion. We’re eager for peo¬ 
ple to see her bold, beauti¬ 
ful spirit through all forms of 
her creativity.” 

The exhibit will also in¬ 
clude custom-made, but 


never worn dresses by 
Winehouse's stylist, Naomi 
Parry, for the singer’s can¬ 
celed 2011 summer festival 
tour; Winehouse’s yellow 
Preen power dress and 
red leather heart-shaped 
Moschino purse from 2007 
BRIT Awards; Winehouse’s 
2008 Grammys outfit de¬ 
signed by Dolce & Gab- 
bana; capsule collections 
designed by Winehouse for 
Fred Perry's line, including 
a black cotton twill varsity- 
style jacket with gray leath¬ 
er sleeves monogrammed 
with “Amy” in the front; 
and a mohair leopard-style 
pattern cardigan by Dolce 
& Gabbana that Wine¬ 
house was photographed 
wearing leaving one of her 
favorite places, the Haw¬ 
ley Arms Pub, in Camden, 
London. □ 
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On screen, Asian Americans rarely get into Christmas spirit 


By TERRY TANG 
Associated Press 

With its multiple teenage 
characters, the Netflix 
movie “Let It Snow” is a 
mix of holiday feels and a 
John Hughes comedy. But 
unlike those genres, the 
movie, about a small town 
besieged by a Christmas 
Eve snowstorm, has Asian 
American characters front 
and center who aren't 
there just to be comedic 


relief. Jacob Batalon (Mar¬ 
vel’s “Spider-Man" movies) 
and Anna Akana (“Ant- 
Man”) play an aspiring 
DJ and closeted lesbian 
cheerleader, respectively. 
For Akana, nothing felt to¬ 
ken about the role. 

“I never felt like I’d been 
cast because ‘This girl 
checks the gay box and 
the Asian box,'" said Aka¬ 
na, who is of Japanese, 
Filipino and Hawaiian de- 
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In this image released by Lifetime, Tatyana Ali, left, and Sean Patrick Thomas, appear in the 
holiday movie, "Christmas Hotel." 

Associated Press 


scent. “We were finally 
seeing the world as we’ve 
known about it, and Hol¬ 
lywood is slowly catching 
up.” 

With the yuletide season 
in full swing, studios and 
TV networks have been 
unwrapping tales that are 
predominantly white Christ¬ 
mases. The diversity issue 
was skewered on “Satur¬ 
day Night Live” in a skit 
about the Hallmark Chan¬ 
nel, which generated a 
firestorm over the weekend 
for dropping ads featuring 
a same-sex couple. Except 
for Universal Pictures’ “Last 
Christmas” with “Crazy Rich 
Asians” stars Henry Golding 
and Michelle Yeoh, Asian 
American Pacific Island¬ 
ers are rarely leads in the 
genre. Latinos also rarely 
make the cut. However, 
there has been a notice¬ 
able increase in the num¬ 
ber of black actors in mov¬ 
ies from Hallmark, Lifetime 
and niche outlets like the 
Oprah Winfrey Network. 

The disproportionate rep¬ 
resentation is somewhat 
mystifying when you con¬ 
sider Asian Americans have 
the highest growth rates in 
population and purchasing 
power of any U.S. ethnic or 
racial group, according to 
a Nielsen study released 
in May. The report found 
Asian Americans spent $1 
trillion in 2018. It also found 
that 81% of all Asian Ameri¬ 


can households subscribe 
to at least one subscription 
video on demand platform 
— 19% higher than the total 
population. 

Tatyana Ali, of “The Fresh 
Prince of Bel-Air” fame, 
has done five Christmas 
TV movies and even pro¬ 
duced one. Based on her 
fan interactions, she says 
it’s clear that viewers care 
about diversity. 

“They literally always bring 
up how nice it is,” said Ali, 
who stars in “Christmas Ho¬ 
tel” airing Dec. 21 on Life¬ 
time. “These are people 
who have been fans of 
Christmas movies for years 
and they always bring up 
how nice it is to see people 
of color, how much more 
exciting it is for them to 
tune in.” 

Candice Frederick, an en¬ 
tertainment reporter and 
critic based in New York 
City, said studios, especial¬ 
ly in TV, are still “more will¬ 
ing to throw away millions 
of dollars on a white actor 
than an actor of color.” 
Though Hallmark films seem 
to cater to an audience 
that’s “very white middle 
America who eat that up,” 
networks like BET can go af¬ 
ter other demographics. 
Tina Perry, president of 
OWN, said filling roles with 
more diverse actors in gen¬ 
eral is a great way to sprin¬ 
kle unique cultural nuances 
in a very formulaic genre. 


The network's three origi¬ 
nal holiday movies have 
all-black casts. “There’ll be 
a distinction I think for view¬ 
ers when they watch and 
compare the Hallmark and 
Lifetime (movies) with our 
movies,” Perry said. Even 
the music is “more jazzy, 
R&B, a little soulful, which 
I think is going to be really 
fun for our viewers and just 
give it a different feel.” 
Akana, 30, thinks the issue 
is with a Hollywood system 
that’s still shedding racist 
stereotypes while claiming 
there are few Asian actors. 
For a long time, she said 
most of the auditions she 
got were for stereotypical 
parts like a massage ther¬ 
apist or the girl who was 
“upset she got a B.” She 
credits her YouTube chan¬ 
nel, which has 2.5 million 
subscribers, for helping her 
leverage better auditions. 
Jenny Han, author of “To All 
the Boys I’ve Loved Before” 
and a producer on the 
Netflix film adaptation, said 
it's frustrating as an adult to 
look back at some of these 
movies and see hardly any¬ 
one of color. 

Why make a fuss over a 
genre that’s often a punch¬ 
ing bag for its light and 
fluffy nature? Well, that's 
the point, says the Korean 
American scribe. Stories 
about minorities don't al¬ 
ways have to be “about 
pain and struggle."□ 
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2019 Breakthrough Entertainer: Jack Quaid of ‘The Boys’ 



This Dec. 3, 2019 photo shows actor Jack Quaid posing for a portrait in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


By AMANDA LEE MYERS 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — If 

you're an actor, and your 
parents just happen to 
be Meg Ryan and Dennis 
Quaid, you may have to 
get used to movie makers 
assuming that you’re an 
entitled jerk. 

Jack Quaid says that just 
means he has to work hard¬ 
er to prove them wrong. 
The 27-year-old Quaid is 
quick to point out that he’s 
been a very lucky man be¬ 
fore he’ll get into the ste¬ 
reotypes about the sons 
and daughters of very fa¬ 
mous people. 

“I don’t want to necessar¬ 
ily complain about grow¬ 
ing up the way that I did 
because there was always 
food on the table, I got to 
live in a nice house ... This is 
me checking my privilege. 
It’s there. It's totally there," 
he said. “But there’s a little 
bit of an attitude that I’ve 
gotten, especially as I was 
starting out. Like, I would 
walk into an audition room 
and people would just as¬ 
sume I would be a (jerk).” 
Quaid, who looks like his 
mother when he’s delight¬ 
ed and his father when he’s 
indignant, recalled one au¬ 
dition in particular. 

“The casting director 
looked at me and said, ‘Oh 


wow, that was actually re¬ 
ally good. I thought you'd 
come in here and expect it 
to be handed to you and 
just be really entitled about 
it,”’ he said. “I was like, 
‘No, I just genuinely want 
to do this. And if I’m lucky 
enough to get this part. I’ll 
do my best.’” 

Quaid’s best has been par¬ 
ticularly good this year. He’s 
earned widespread atten¬ 
tion for the first time since 
he fell in love with acting at 
the age of 13 (in a middle 


school rendition of “A Mid¬ 
summer Night’s Dream”). 
Quaid stars in “The Boys," 
an irreverent genre-bust¬ 
ing superhero show that's 
among the most success¬ 
ful original programs on 
Amazon Prime Video. The 
show premiered in July, less 
than two weeks before the 
release of “Plus One,” a 
romantic comedy starring 
Quaid and Maya Erskine 
that won the Narrative Au¬ 
dience Award at the Tribe- 
ca Film Festival. 


“It’s been crazy,” Quaid re¬ 
cently told The Associated 
Press, which named him 
among its Breakthrough En¬ 
tertainers of 2019. “It's just 
been a very wild year. I find 
myself thinking that I'm very 
lucky.” 

To prepare for “Plus One,” 
Quaid binge-watched 
rom-coms, including 

“When Harry Met Sally” for 
the first time. 

“When your mom has one 
of the most iconic orgasm 
scenes of all time, you tend 


to not watch that," Quaid 
said, adding that he re¬ 
gretted missing out on it so 
long. “When I finished the 
movie, I was like, complete¬ 
ly crying and emotional be¬ 
cause I think she's so good 
in the movie. And I was 
just so upset that I hadn’t 
seen it because of this one 
dumb thing.” 

As for “The Boys,” Quaid 
calls the show a dream 
come true. 

“And the fact that it’s be¬ 
ing viewed by people, I 
don’t know. That’s a mira¬ 
cle,” he said. 

Despite his success, Quaid 
said his life hasn’t changed 
that much, except that 
more doors are opening 
for him professionally and 
people are starting to rec¬ 
ognize him, although they 
often can’t pinpoint why. 
“They come up to me on 
the street and they go, ‘Did 
we go to high school to¬ 
gether?”’ he said. 

What’s next for Quaid? For 
one, he’ll do anything to 
be in a “Star Wars” movie. 
“I’ll be whatever in the 
movie -- I’ll be a droid. I’ll 
be like, a grain of sand on 
Tatooine. I don't care. That 
would be a huge, huge 
deal for me," he said. “I'm 
just really excited for the fu¬ 
ture and anything else that 
might come my way.’O 


Murakami holds rare public reading to mark debut anniversary 



In this photo provided by Shinchosa, author Haruki Murakami, 
right, speaks on stage next to author Mieko Kawakami in Tokyo, 
Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By MARI YAMAGUCHI 
Associated Press 
TOKYO (AP) — A monkey 
that confesses he steals 
women's identity cards, 
causing them to tempo¬ 
rarily forget who they are, 
starred Tuesday as author 
Haruki Murakami marked 
40 years since his debut as 
a novelist with his first public 
reading in Japan in nearly 
a quarter century. 

Now 70 and one of the 
world's most popular and 
acclaimed novelists, Mu¬ 
rakami debuted with "Hear 
the Wind Sing" in 1979, four 
years after he began writ¬ 
ing while running a jazz bar 
in Tokyo. His 1987 romantic 
novel "Norwegian Wood" 
was his first best seller, es¬ 
tablishing him as a young 
literary star. His latest novel, 
"Killing Commendatore," hit 


U.S. bookstores last year. 
Media-shy Murakami's last 
public readings were in 
Kobe and Ashiya in west¬ 
ern Japan, where he grew 
up, following a deadly 


1995 earthquake there. 
On Tuesday, he was joined 
by award-winning young 
female novelist Mieko 
Kawakami, a longtime Mu¬ 
rakami fan who was in the 


audience at both events 
24 years ago before she 
became a novelist. 

After the two authors took 
turns reading passages 
from their works, Muraka¬ 
mi said, "Actually, I have 
a brand new novel that I 
wrote a few weeks ago, 
and I haven't even pub¬ 
lished it." He said it is called 
"Confessions of a Shina- 
gawa Monkey" and is a se¬ 
quel to "A Shinagawa Mon¬ 
key," a story of a woman 
named Mizuki who forgets 
her name because a mon¬ 
key had stolen it, published 
as part of a 2002 compi¬ 
lation, "Five Strange Tales 
from Tokyo." 

The new story takes place 
at a small Japanese hot 
spring hotel where a mon¬ 
key appears as the protag¬ 
onist takes a bath. The mon¬ 


key, apparently speaking 
in Japanese, offers to wash 
his back, and explains he 
was raised by a professor 
and grew up listening to 
classical music such as Jo¬ 
seph Bruckner and Richard 
Strauss. The monkey faced 
discrimination in the con¬ 
formist monkey community 
and ended up at the hot 
springs hotel where he is 
hired as a helper and given 
an attic to live in. 

After the protagonist invites 
the monkey to his room for 
a chat over beer, the mon¬ 
key says he is called Shi¬ 
nagawa Monkey and re¬ 
veals he has a bad habit of 
stealing part of the names 
of women he falls in love 
with by taking their driver's 
licenses and other identifi¬ 
cation cards, causing them 
to forget their names. □ 
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How do you save endangered gorillas? With lots of human help 



In this Sept. 2, 2019 photo, a silverback mountain gorilla named Segasira walks in the Volcanoes 
National Park, Rwanda. 

Associated Press 


By CHRISTINA LARSON 
Associated Press 
KINIGI, Rwanda (AP) — 

Deep in the rainforest of 
Volcanoes National Park, 
a 23-year-old female go¬ 
rilla named Kurudi feeds on 
a stand of wild celery. She 
bends the green stalks and, 
with long careful fingers, 
peels off the exterior skin 
to expose the succulent in¬ 
side. 

Biologist Jean Paul Hirwa 
notes her meal on his tab¬ 
let computer as he peers 
out from behind a nearby 
stand of stinging nettles. 
The large adult male sit¬ 
ting next to her, known as 
a silverback, looks at him 
quizzically. Hirwa makes a 
low hum — "ahh-mmm" — 
imitating the gorillas' usual 
sound of reassurance. 

"I'm here," Hirwa is trying to 
say. "It's OK. No reason to 
worry." 

Hirwa and the two great 
apes are all part of the 
world's longest-running 
gorilla study — a project 
begun in 1967 by famed 
American primatologist 
Dian Fossey. 

Yet Fossey herself, who 
died in 1985, would likely 
be surprised any mountain 
gorillas are still left to study. 
Alarmed by rising rates of 
poaching and deforesta¬ 
tion in central Africa, she 
predicted the species 
could go extinct by 2000. 
Instead, a concerted and 
sustained conservation 
campaign has averted 
the worst and given a 
second chance to these 
great apes, which share 
about 98% of human DNA. 
Last fall, the Switzerland- 
based International Union 
for Conservation of Na¬ 
ture changed the status of 
mountain gorillas from "criti¬ 
cally endangered" to "en¬ 
dangered," an improved if 
still-fragile designation. 

It wouldn't have happened 
without an intervention 
some biologists call "ex¬ 
treme conservation," which 
has entailed monitoring 
every single gorilla in the 
rainforest, periodically giv¬ 
ing them veterinary care 
and funding forest protec¬ 
tion by sending money into 
communities that might 
otherwise resent not being 
able to convert the woods 


into cropland. 

Instead of disappearing, 
the number of mountain 
gorillas — a subspecies of 
eastern gorillas — has risen 
from 680 a decade ago to 
just over 1,000 today. Their 
population is split between 
two regions, including mist- 
covered defunct volca¬ 
noes within Congo, Ugan¬ 
da and Rwanda — one of 
Africa's smallest and most 
densely populated coun¬ 
tries. 

"The population of moun¬ 
tain gorillas is still vulnera¬ 
ble," says George Schaller, 
a renowned biologist and 
gorilla expert. "But their 
numbers are now growing, 
and that's remarkable." 
Once depicted in legends 
and films like "King Kong" 
as fearsome beasts, goril¬ 
las are actually languid pri¬ 
mates that eat only plants 


and insects, and live in fair¬ 
ly stable, extended family 
groups. Their strength and 
chest-thumping displays 
are generally reserved for 
contests between male ri¬ 
vals. 

Every week, scientists like 
Hirwa, who works for the 
nonprofit conservation 
group the Dian Fossey Go¬ 
rilla Fund, gather data as 
part of long-term behav¬ 
ioral research. 

If they see any health prob¬ 
lems in the gorillas, they 
inform the staff at Gorillas 
Doctors, a nongovernmen¬ 
tal group whose veterinar¬ 
ians work in the forest. The 
vets monitor wounds and 
signs of respiratory infec¬ 
tions, but intervene only 
sparingly. "Our hospital is 
the forest," says Jean Bosco 
Noheli, a veterinarian at 
Gorilla Doctors. When his 


team goes into the field 
to address a gorilla emer¬ 
gency, they must carry ev¬ 
erything they might need 
in equipment bags weigh¬ 
ing up to 100 pounds — in¬ 
cluding portable X-ray ma¬ 
chines. Schaller conducted 
the first detailed studies 
of mountain gorillas in the 
1950s and early '60s. He 
also was the first to discover 
that wild gorillas could, over 
time, become comfortable 
with periodic human pres¬ 
ence, a boon to research¬ 
ers and, later, tourists. 
Today, highly regulated 
tour groups hike in the 
Rwandan rainforest to 
watch gorillas. 

Ticket revenue pays for op¬ 
erating costs and outstrips 
what might have been 
made from converting the 
rainforest to potato farms 
and cattle pastures. About 


40% of the forest already 
was cleared for agriculture 
in the early 1970s. 

"With tourism, the tension is 
always not to overexploit," 
says Dirck Byler, great ape 
conservation director at 
the nonprofit Global Wild¬ 
life Conservation, which is 
not involved in the Rwanda 
gorilla project. "But in Rwan¬ 
da, so far they're careful, 
and it's working." 

The idea of using tourism 
to help fund conservation 
was contentious when con¬ 
servationists Bill Weber and 
Amy Vedder first proposed 
it while living in Rwanda 
during the 1970s and '80s. 
Fossey herself was skepti¬ 
cal, but the pair persisted. 
"The wonder of the gorillas' 
lives, their curiosity, their so¬ 
cial interactions — we felt 
that's something that could 
be accessible to others, 
through careful tourism," 
Vedder says. 

Figuring out the balance of 
how many people could 
visit the forest, and for how 
long, was a delicate pro¬ 
cess of trial and error, We¬ 
ber says. 

In 2005, the Rwandan gov¬ 
ernment adopted a mod¬ 
el to steer 5% of tourism 
revenue from Volcanoes 
National Park to build in¬ 
frastructure in surrounding 
villages, including schools 
and health clinics. Two 
years ago, the share was 
raised to 10%. 

To date, about $2 million 
has gone into funding vil¬ 
lage projects, chief park 
warden Prosper Uwingeli 
says. 

"We don't want to protect 
the park with guns. We 
want to protect and con¬ 
serve this park with people 
who understand why, and 
who take responsibility," he 
says. The money from tour¬ 
ism helps, but the region is 
still poor. 

Jean Claude Masenge- 
sho lives with his parents 
and helps them farm pota¬ 
toes. About once a week, 
the 21-year-old earns a 
little extra money help¬ 
ing tourists carry their bags 
up the mountain, totaling 
about $45 a month. He 
would someday like to be¬ 
come a tour guide, which 
could earn him about $320 
monthly .□ 



In this Sept. 7, 2019 photo, children watch a drone flying near the Volcanoes National Park in Ki- 
nigi, Rwanda. 

Associated Press 










